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ersion of the trusts confided to it, but an utter annihilation 
ee wholesome and necessary relation between power and . 
nsibility, Which is the vital principle of all representative 
wernment; that such an arbitrary and unauthorized transier 
er purdens, from those who created, and should alone be respon- 
sible for them, to others who are alien alike to their origin and 
their benefits, irvolves so flagrant a violauon of the principles 
that itcould not but most seriously impair the har- 
mony, and ultimately jeopard the union of the States; and that 
expectation, therefore, that this Government will at any 
sme, now or hereafter, assume or provide for the payment of 
the debts of the individual States, directly or indirectly, is 
wholly unwarranted and illusory. 

Resolved, That a just sentiment of respect for the character 
of sovereign States, incurring pecuniary obligations y a delib- 
pep the public will, anda soiemn pledge of the public 
faith through their constitutional and appointed organs, forbids 
te Pre thei that any of the States of this Union will fail 
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forth their utmost resources forthe final redemption of 

ements; preferring every sacrifice te dishonor, and 

to illustrate that jealous spirit of independence which 

to free republican States, by a stern and strenuous reli- 

ance on their own faculties for deliverance from their present 
ry embarrassment. 


Which Mr. Aten had proposed to amend, by 
jnserting after the word “States,” in the 9th line 
of the second resolution, the following words: 


By the appropriation or pledge of any part of its revenue or 
other income; or by the issue, transfer, or pledgeof any stock 
orother securities; or by the pledge of any part of the public 
domain; or by the pledge, appropriation, or diversion, or 
deposite of any part of the proceeds arising from the sales of the 

ublic domain, to such States, or to the holders of the obliga- 
tiens of such States, or by any other means, direct or indirect. 


For the whole of which Mr. Merrick offered 
the following as a substitute: 


Resolved, That | ne partenae are rightfully instituted soieiy 
for the happiness of the governed; and, consequently, that gov- 
ernment is derelict in its duty, Which shall refuse or neglect the 
full exertion of its legitimate powers for the relief ofits citizens, 
whenever evils destructive oftheir happiness exist, which such 
legitimate exertion of the powers of government are competent 
toremove or alleviate. 

Resolved, That evils of the most grave and distressing charac- 



















































ld OWE ter do now affect a very larze portion of the people of these 

ate; fog United States, which it is fully within the competency of this 

bie Government greatly to alleviate, if not entirely to remove; and 
“s from which there is no relief to be expected, unless froin the 

» Move timely interposition of Government, till after long and protract- 

that eff edsuffering. ‘ 

id him Resolved, That the most prominent among these evils, are 


the great disorders of the currency; the unexampled apprecia- 
tion of money, as compared with the products of industry, and 
all kinds of property; the Censequent destruction of credit, and 
paralysis of trade and commerce; the large indebtedness of 
many of the States of the Union; and the pressure of direct tax- 
ation upon their people. 

Resolved, That a fair and equal distribution among all the 
States of that vast amount oftheir common property, the pub- 
lic lands, held by this Union, is called for by the present neces: 
sities of many of the States, would be eminently beneficial to 
all, and would greatly promete the happiness and welfare of the 
whole people. 

Resolved, therefore, That it is the duty of the Government 
of the United Siates, without further delay, to exercise its un- 
questionably constitutional power over this subject, and to 
make oon fora distribution of the public Jands, or 
a portion of the value thereof, amongall the States, as will best 
tend to the relief of both States and the people from the dis- 
tresses and embarrassments under which they are suffering, 


_ Mr. BARROW remarked that he had, in every 
insiance When a vote was taken to lay this ques- 
tion on the table, voted in the affirmative. Hehad 
thus voted, not because of a desire to avoid, indi- 
Vidually, the responsibility of voting on the ques- 
lion; Or to save, so far as his vote would save, the 
party to which he was atiached from the responsi- 
bility of a direct vote. He proposed from the 
fitst, and he now proposed, that, if such was the 
sense of the Senate, a vote should be taken to de- 
his opinion on the resolutions and various 
amendments before the Senate. He wished the 
Mailer arrested; because, in the first place, he 
hew well, and older Senators knew better than he 
did, that it was utterly impossible to get a vote of 
Senate on these resolutions—covering so much 
ground, and involving so many high considerations 
So Important a principle—without a full and 
free discussion. As familiar as the question in- 
volved might be io older members of that body, 
yet it Was not quite so familiar to younger mem- 
bets, among whom he numbered himself. Senators 
knew that there were only twelve days left before 
the time fixed by the Constitution for the adjourn. 
ment will have arrived. They all knew that their 
calendar was loaded with business of a public 
Plivate character; that the public inier- 

esis; and the private interests of many of 
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cur citizens, required definite action before the | 
adjournment. But he would not dweil upon the 
reasons which had prompted him to give the votes 
he had given; yet he wished the country to under- 
stand that this question of the utmost magnitude 
had been pressed upon the consideration of the Sen- 
ate, anda vote and decision upen it could not be 
rationally and reasonably expected without discus- 
sion. And the inevitable consequence of discus- 
sion must result in the postponement of all activn, 
on the part of that body, on all other matters, what- 
soever their importance. But if he had no such 
potent and power(ul reasons for giving his vote on 
laying the subject on the table, he had another 
one, which, to his mind, was conclusive. These res- 
olutions do not, or could not, give legislative sanction 
to anything or any principle; and however willing 
Senators were to express their opinions on abstract 
principles, it would lead to no definitive result; and 
however earnestly Senators may now entertain those 
opinions, and however positively they may declare 
that they will abide and stand by those opiniens, 
yet he would suggest that it was very possible that 
some of the Senators (especially Democratic Sena- 
tors, who profess to hold to the doctrine of instruc- 
tion, and obey the will and wishes of the people) 
would have to change their opinions in relatiun to 
the principles of the resolutions. He asked the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Buchanan]—who 
has, to his credit and honor, professing the princi- 
ple (which Mr. Barrow did not subscribe to) that 
Senators were bound to obey the will and instruc- 
tions of the Legislatures of their States, —he asked 
that Senator—who, on one occasion, cast a vote in 
opposition to the convictions of his own mind, in 
obedience to the will of bis constituency—whether, 
if he voted against those resolutions, a case might 
not arise where he would feel it to be 
his imperious duty to give a vote adverse 
to the principles of those resolutions. If he 
should receive instructions from his Legis- 
lature to vote in a particular manner up- 
on the question of assuming the State debts, 
whether, as a Democratic Senator, he would not 
feel it to be his duty to vote for the issuing of scrip 
by the Federal Government, for the relief of the 
States? And other Senators on that side (Whig 
side) may have occasion to change their opinions, 
He presented that view of the question, to show 
how unwise it was for Senators to pledge them- 
selves to the support of any particular abstract 
proposition. But he would dwell no longer on 
that branch of the subject. He had no inclination 
to consume one moment of the time of the Senate 
in the discussion of the resolutions. He had too 
much respect for that body, and for himself, to 
enter into a discussion of the great principles in- 
volved in the resolutions and amendments, with- 
out preper investigation; but, being called upon to 
vote, it devolved on him, unprepared as he was, 
to say a few words in relation to the principles in- 
volved in the resolutions. A false issue was pre- 
senied to the American people, through the press; 
and by a few remarks which had been made in the 
Senate since the introduction of the resolutions, a 
false issue was also presenied as to the action 
which had been proposed in the other House. 
The question discussed there, and through the 
public journals, was, whether there should be an 
issue by the Federal Government of stock based 
upon the public lands, for the relief of the States; 
and not, as was represented by the remarks of the 
Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives,] as a prop- 
osition for the Federal Government to assume 
the debts of the States. Now, he would not stop 
to discuss at large the abstract proposition of the 
power of the Federal Government to assume the 
debts of the States, without reference to the nature 
of those debts and the condition of the country, 
when the question shall be presented. He asserted 
that, if the action of this Government was sufficient 
to settle any constitutional question, the power 
of this Government even to assume the debts of 
the Siates has been, by the action of this Govern- 
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ment, settled affirmatively. Whether the decision 
Was correct or not—whether the action of Con- 
gress was a usurpation of power—was a question 
he would not then undertake to discuss; bat he 
would call the Senate to the case and the occasion. 

In 1790, during the administration of General 
Washington, Congress did assume the deb's of the 
States—amounting to more than $31,000,000; and 
$4,000,000 of that amount was paid to the Siate 
which the honorable Senator (Mr. Rives] who in- 
troduced these resolutions in part represents. He 
(Mr. B.) knew that Senators on the other side 
would say, in reply to this, that that was an as- 
sumption of debts contracted by the States during 
our revolutionary war, in a struggle which was the 
common cause ofall. This did not affect at ali 
the question of the constitutional power of the Gov- 
ernment. And this case, as well as that, was 
to be settled on grounds of expediency alone; and 
it was the expediency of the measure then, and noth- 
ing else, that settled the question. South Carolina 
was indebted $3,500,000, and the Government as- 
sumed the debt, to that extent, for her. Whether 
the exigencies of these States were such now as to 
make it expedient to interfere in any mabner, was 
a question of expediency, and not of constitutiona 
power, as he viewed, and as he thought the Sen- 
ate would view it, when he presented it in con- 
nexion with another subject. He did not wish to 
be understood as expressing an opinion that the 
Government had the power to assume, when the 
majority of Congress pleased, whether the debts 
were contracted for any and every parpose. He 
would only refer to one other instance of the as- 
sumption of debis—not of the States, but of in- 
dividuals—on the part of the Government. The 
Government assumed the debt of individuals to 
the amount of £600,000, when the great leader 
of the State-rights party was at the head of 
the Government. In the treaty of 1802, be~ 
tween Lord Hawkesbury and Mr. King, the 
United States Government agreed to pay £600,000. 
For what purpose, and when? To British merchants, 
tor debts due to them by American merchants; not 
for debts in aiding in struggles for independence, but 
debis due by American citizens to Englisb citizens 
when the war broke out. lt wos a sabject of cor- 
respondence between these two Gc vernments for a 
long time, when this Government finally obligated 
itself to pay the debts of those individuals. Bat, to 
pass by that, and come to the grounds in this 
matter. He held, in reference to this question, 
which was presented to the American people—the 
power and duty of the Federal Government to as- 
sume, in some form or shape, and to assume them 
speedily, to relieve the States, the heavy debts 
which were weighing them down—that it was the 
duty of the Government to interfere in some way. 
The public domain belonged to the States of this 
Confederacy. This was the platform on which he 
stood. The question was not whether this Gov- 
ernment had the power to assume the debts of the 
States, but whether they ought to be assumed. He 
thought it was the duty of Congress, in this time of 
pressing need, to come forward and relieve the 
States, by appropriating to their use the proceeds of 
the public lands; and if it became necessary to an- 
ticipate those proceeds by the issue of steck, he 
could see no good reason why it should not be 
done; but he was inclined to think this would not 

be necessary. 

Mr. RIVES would merely say, that, whether 
oiher gentlemen might feel themselves called on to 
express their views or not, he did not himself in- 
tend to consume asingle moment of the time of 
the Senate in the discussion of the subject. He 
had offered the resolutions with no purpose of inter- 
fering with the important business which was al- 
ready before the Senate. He thought the proposi- 
tions contained in the resolutions were so plain, 
that gentlemen would bave no difficulty in voting 
upon them at once. It, however, gentlemen on 
the other side were disposed to debate the question, 
he did not wish to be held respunsible for, the 
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consumption of time. The Senator from Ohio, the 
other day, had made an appeal to him to ac- 
cept the proposition which he had submitted as an 
amendment of his resolutions. This he could not 
do, in the manner and form in which it was effer- 
ed; but he had prepared a modification of that 
amendment, so as to make it applicable to the issue 
of the two hundred millions of Government stock. 
He had no objection so to modify his resolutions 
asio make them applicable to the mode of as- 
sumption. If this met the views of the gentleman 
from Ohio, he would adopt the modification. 

Mr. ALLEN said his object in presenting the 
amendment, was to embrace the proposition of 
the issue of Government stock, called the two 
hundred million scheme, and al] other schemes 
which authorized the issue of scrip predicat- 
ed upon the proceeds of the public domain. He 
had not drawn up that amendment with anything 
like osteniation; and, as the phraseology employed 
by the Senator from Virginia embraced very near- 
ly the true object which he had in view, he was 
perfectly content that the gentleman’s modification 
should be substituted for the amendment which he 
had proposed. 

The modifieation proposed by Mr. Rives. was 
then accepted as a substitute for Mr. AnLen’s 
amendme yt. 

Mr. GRAHAM apprehended the question should 
first be taken on the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MERRICK was of opinion that, now, the 

next question in order would be on his amend- 
Meat. 
_ Mr. BUCHANAN arologized for not address 
ing the Senate on this occasion. It was eviden 
that this discussion interfered with the bill of the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. Linn] for refunding 
the fine imposed on General Jackson by Judge 
Hall, and also would be likely to interfere with the 
billof the Senator from Georgia on the subject of 
the bankrupt law. As soon as these subjects should 
be disposed of, he would feel himself pledged to 
bring forward the question involved in these reso- 
lutions, in a few direct petitions which he would 
present; and, on that occasion, he would claim the 
indulgence of the Senate to grant bim one half 
hour for the expression of his sentiments. 

The question then coming up on Mr. Mernicr’s 
amendment, 

Mr. BERRIEN observed, that this being a prop- 
osition to strike out one or more of the original 
resolutions, could not, as he conceived, take prece- 
dence of a proposition to perfect the original prop- 
osition by amendment. Before a motion to strike 
out is in order, itis competent to entertain a mo- 
tion to amend. The modification of the second 
resolution not having been put to the vote, but be- 
ing accepted by the framer of the original proposi- 
tion, did not affect the right to amend. He would 
therefore submit an amendment, to be decided be- 
fore the motion to strike out could be entertained. 
As he understood, the object of the Senator from 
Virginia was to obtain a direct vote on the question 
of the constitutional power and expediency of en- 
tertaining any proposition for the assumption of the 
debts of the States by the General Government. If 
confined to that object solely, he could see no objec- 
tion to the expression of opinion required; but these 
resolutions go beyond that object, and bear an infer- 
ence which may create an objection with several Sen- 
ators to vote on them. They leave the inference 
that the Senate denies the constitutional power of 
the Government over the question of the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the public lands, or the pub- 
lic domain itself. His desire, in the amendment he 
should submit, was to exclude any inference be- 
yond the naked question on which the Senator from 
Virginia proposed to obtain the vote. The Sena- 
tor would see, that if the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands were distributed among the States, 
they could apply the amount to the payment of 
their debts, or any other purpose; yet this would 
not be the assumption at which the Senator’s reso- 
lutions are aimed. His amendment to the second 
resolution was a proviso that nothing therein con- 
tained shal] be deemed to affirm or deny the power 
of the General Government to distribute to the 
States the proceeds of the public lands, or to sur- 
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render the public Jands tc the several States to 
which they belong. 

Mr. BAYARD understood the state of the case 
to be, now, that these resolutions of the Senator 
from Virginia, having come up asa substantive 
proposition, and a modification of one of them hav- 
ing been accepted, the next amendment in succes- 
sion was on the proposition of the Senator from 
Maryland, [Mr. Merricr,] to strike out, and sub- 
stitute certain resolutions offered by him. The 
amendment of the Senator from Maryland then 
stood as an amendment to the original proposition; 
and it was, therefore, competent to any one to go 
astage farther, and move to amend the amend- 
ment. He would, therefore, move to amend the 
amendment, by striking out the second resolation, 
and inserting the substitute he should send to the 
Chair. 

The CHAIR explained that the motion of the 
Senator from Georgia to perfect the resolution, 
would be in order before either motions to stnke 
out. 

Mr. BAYARD believed the Chair was right. 
His amendment could therefore lie over till the 
proposition of the Senator from Georgia was dis- 
posed of. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN thought it was now perfectly 
manifest that, if this discussion was to proceed, and 
amendments on amendments wefe to be considered, 
it would be utterly impracticable to advance 
any further this session with the ordinary business 
of legislation. The proper despatch of the real 
business yet to be accomplished, and the due delib- 


eration of the vast and mementous questions which © 


must necessarily be called up in this discussion, 
were incompatible. It was but a few days ago, 
when there was a full session, (or one very nearly 
full,) that this whole subject in another form had 
been deliberately laid on the table. These resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Virginia escaped the fate 
of the resolutions of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, with the various amendments pending to them, 
by the mere accidental circumstance of being 
out of reach, thovgh substantially before the 
Senate. They were merely outside of the rules by 
which, technically, they could be considered as 
pending amendments; but now they come up with 
all the vitality of the original resolutions of the 
Senator from South Carolina; and as many, if not 
more, amendments are to be discussed, one after 
another, till every remaining hour of the session is 
to be consumed upon them. Virtually, they should 
be considered as having gone on the table with the 
original resolutions to which they were intended to 
be appended; and the gentleman might just as 
well make a motion to take up the resolutions of 
the Senator from South Carolina again, as to pro- 
ceed with these resojutions. Now, he would ask, 
had not the rights of legislating in this way some 
assignable limits? Is the ordinary business of 
Congress to give way to this reiteration of abstract 
discussions, leading to nothing, and not even hav- 
ing any professed object of direct action in view? 
Are the gentlemen who stand pledged to certain 
views, er who have brovded over this subject till they 
think they are enlightened enough to come toa decis- 
ion, the only persons whose wishes are to be consult- 
ed? The Senator from Virginia, who introduced 
these resolutions, had doubtless investigated the 
subject thoroughly; and, being satisfied himself, 
now called on every one else to vote without dis- 
cussion—not even deigning to bestow upon the 
Senate the information in bis power to bestow. He 
seems, on the contrary, to imagine that they are 
such invaluable propositions, that, once they are 
proposed, it is the duty of the Senate to vote upon 
them in silence and in reverence. And what sub- 
jects do they involve? Subjects of the gravest and 
most momentous character—touching the very 
foundations of the whole fabric of our Government 
and institutions. These were not questions to be 
hastily and hurriedly voted upon, and without dis- 
cussion. Yet it was obvious no time remained of 


this session for discussing any one branch of these 
subjects, 

These resolutions are put forward as of vital and 
pressing necessity, to arrest the doctrines spreading 
abroad in relation to the assumption of the debts of 
the States. Whateffect of that kind can they pos- 


8 bly have? Will they arrest public Opinion? 
the Senate of the United States constituted for 
manufacture of public opinion? Is it to be 
Propaganda of public sentiment? If Senilemene 
pected this, they would be disappointed, They 
could neither make nor crush public opinion. Their 
resolutions, even if they were passed, would amount 
to nothing. They would have no legislative effee 
and could not manufacture the public opinion ex’ 
pected from them. The more they are disc 

the more discussion they will create among the 
people; so that, instead of crushing the sentimey 
they are intended to extinguish, they will excite 
their development and extension. He, for one 
had no opinion to conceal, or shrink from ayowiny 
in the face of the world. If gentlemen wanted a, 
expression of his sentiments on this subject, 
should have it, vote or no vote. He told themnoy 
that, in his cpinion, this Government was under 
no obligation whatever, moral or legal, to assume 
the debts of the States, incurred for their own jp. 
dividual purposes. It was his opinion that the 
faith of the General Government was not comm. 
ted ih the slightest degree by the obligations of ihe 
States to their creditors. ble trusted the day was 
far distant when any state of things could exist jp 
which it would be expedient even for the Genera| 
Government to entertain the subject, in avy shape 
er form, of interfering for the adjustment of Staie 
obligations. But much and decidedly as he was 
opposed to such interference, he was not prepared 
to say that, in the long hereafter which may be 
viewed in perspective, a case may not possibly 
arise in which the embarrassments of one or more 
States may be such that, if not relieved, they may 
endanger the General Government itself and the 
whole Union. And Viewing that possibility—and 
he only looked upon it, as at present informed, as 
a bare possibility—he was not prepared to pledge 
himself, by any obligatory vote, against such line 
of conduct as the best policy and best interests of 
the country might demand at his hands. 


After reviewing the whole subject in a great 
variety of lights, Mr. C. cencladed by remark. 
ing that he could not vore for the amendment of the 
Senator from Georgia, nor did he see how any friend 
to the great principle of distribution could vote for 
it. The question of the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands to the sev. 
eral States was one which he and his friends had 
maintained with all the zealand energy of which 
they were capable; they had never doubted the 
constitutional power to make that distribution. 
They considered it a question placed beyond the 
possibility of doubt. But the amendment of the 
Senator from Georgia at once sanctions a doubt upon 
that point in the outset, by stating that this res 
olution is to be understood as neither affirming not 
denying the power of the General Government as 
to the distribution or surrender to the Staies of the 
public lands. Hecould not vole for it, and be 
trusted the friends of distribution would not. 

Mr. BAGBY explained; and, in the course of 
his explanation, he denied that he had attempied 
to manufacture public opinion by anything which 
he had said; and he asserted that he was as little 
a political propagandist as the Senator from Kea 
tucky himself. Since he had had the honor ofa 
seat in the Senate, he had never played the part, 
nor attempted to play the part, of a political propa- 
gandist. He had never introduced into this body 
what the gentleman was pleased to denominale ab- 
siract propositions; and, if he adhered to bis present 
impressions, in all human probability he never 
should. Indeed, he had gone further; for he had not 
only not introduced abstract propositions there, bat 
he had not even entered into their discussion U0 
he was driven to it by the remarks of other Sena- 
tors on this floor. Great, and vital, and important 
as these and kindred propositions were, he 
not entered into this discussion to manufacture 
public opinion; for he was not vain enough to be 
lieve thathe could manufacture public opinion, eve 
for those who generally think with him; much 
for others who differed from ney ~_ — as be 
ex d anything which he said to have @ 
coeeinaes from Kentucky, [Mr. CrirrEnvEs,] 


he must say he was a little astonished at the small 


importance that Senator seemed now 10 
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ibe introduction and discussion of propysitions 
ihe this; for, though he did not recollect any occa- 
on which the Senator had troubled the Senate 
git resolutions of this character, he did recollect 
potable instance when, whatever the effect might 
ye before the country, OF In other quarters, he did 
expect the effect would have been entirely lost 
g the Senator from Kentucky himself. What 
gas the course of that gentleman’s illustrious pre- 
jecessor?—and when be said illustrious, he meant 
gbat he said. At the last session, that individual 
(Mr. Clay) introduced eleven abstract propositions; 
xpd they occupied the time of this body for five 
glendar months; and not only so, but when he 













ring Hie (Mr. Clay) retired from this body, in his valedic- 
1an Mi ory address, he bequeathed those resolutions as a 
they cy to the Senate. 

now Mr. CRITTENDEN made some remark, which 
nder HMM gxs not distinctly heard; but he was understood to 












Ube BAB ay that he did not vote for those resolutions. 
“in. Mr. BAGBY continued. Perhaps he was mis- 
‘the Haken; bat he could not be mistaken in this: that 
Mil. MB yhen such doctors disagreed, as some Senators to 
the Miwhom he had alluded, on subjects like this, it 
‘Was BiB pight be exceedingly difficult for him to decide 
st in MiB eorectly. The course of the !ast session was to 
heral MM eonsume five months—even that time was not 
hape med too much then—on abstract propositions. 
Stale Mpa now, a short time—even one short day—was 
Was Monsidered as am unreasonable appropriation of 
ared Mitime on a subject like this. And what gave rise 
Y be Mii the discussion cf this question on a former day? 
sibly Why, they had been told, day afier day, session 
more Maier session, and from sources without number, 
may Mibat the credit of a number of these States had be- 
| the MiB come bad; and without some interference of the 
~and peral Government—if not to pay the debts of 
d, a5 Miihose States, at least to assist them—the taint of the 
ledge MiMeredit of the States would extend to the Federal 
line dit. Now, he did not wish to say—it would not 
tS of Mibe becoming his position there, and his posi- 
on forbade it—that he should renew the proposi- 
great Mmtion of the Senator from Virginia; but he asked 
nark- Mmwhat those propositions were? How much did 
of the hose resolutions contain that was right, and how 
riend Mmuch was contained in them that was wrong? If 
te for Mmeentiemen could show him anything in them 
pro- Mmbat was wrong, he would pledge himself 
} sev. Mo gO against them. But they merely contained 
shad @imereat and fundamental principles. What were 
which vey? Some of them were, that this Government 
d the fad no constitutional power to provide ‘or the pay- 
ation, MMment of State debis; and that if that power ex- 
id the Himsed, it would be a dangerous power, and its exer- 
f the Mee Would be inexpedient in the extreme. That, 
upon believed, was their substance; and he asked the 
3 res Mmpenale if these propositions did not connect them- 
g nor Mapeives intimately, deepiy—nay, vitally with the 
nt as Meondition of the country, and ihe position of the 
Mf the Mimpublic credit?) And if such was the condition of 
1d be cteditof the country, what, he asked, was it 
beduty of Senators to do? The Senator from 
rse of MmMentacky (Mr. Crivrenpen] told them that he 
npted Prepared to record his voie on an enactment, 
which MPU he would not act on absiract propositions. 
tle of MBNow, he asked that honorable Senator where was 
Ken- Site difference between expressing an opinion on a 
rofa olution involving great and important princi- 
part, Maps, and expressing an opinion on a law in- 
ropa: Mapoving the same great and important prin- 
body ples) It might be said these resolutions came 
te ab- MP within the sphere of their action. Well, 
resent # 00 the resolutions which he advocated, and which 
never believed contained the true theoryef the Consti- 
ud not Mipulion on that subject, and on the vote on the 
e, bot BaPoplion or the rejection of which he did believe 
) until BP perpetuity of our institutions depended—if, he 
Sena- #4, on questions like this, gentlemen come up and 
ortapt Mim the mark, there must be some reason for it. 
e had Ftd what was the reason? He spoke from the 
gcture MB"idence before him; he took into view all the 
to bee Ussions on this subject; and he must be per- 
even Mmled to say, with all possible respect for honora- 
h less, Mi Senators, that there was a disposition mani- 
as he Ped, beyond all doubt, not to express an opinion 
effect resolutions—not because it was improper to 
EN.) HH %, but because gentlemen considered it impoli- 
small ) ldo so. Why? Look at the amendment no- 
attach td by the gentleman from Delaware; and what 
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was that?) It came within one inch of the mark. 
The gentieman proposed, in the resolution which 
affirmed that the General Government had no 
constitutional power to interfere and pay the debts 
of the States, to substitute the word “obligation” 
for “‘power;” and he talked about legal “obliga- 
tions” and moral “obligations,” and on that 
point they had had many homilies read to them. 
Now, with all possible respect for the gentleman 
who introduced that amendment, he must be per- 
mitted to say that it looked more like political 
propagandism than anything else. 

He then proceeded to notice the remarks of the 
Senator from Louisiana, [M. Barrow,] who had 
misunderstood his observations on a previous day. 
That honorable Senator had said that those who 
were epposed tothe assumption of State debts were 
so on the ground that they were held by British 
bankers and British brokers; and he further said 
that there was no difference between their obliga- 
tion to American citizens, and British bankers and 
brokers. Why, be (Mr. Baasy) said so too; but 
that was not the point. He (Mr. Baasy) said 
they were under no obligation at all. He would 
ask theSenator from Louisiana, then, the question— 
whether there was a doubt operating on the public 
mind, both at home and abroad, in regard to the 
power of this Government to assume and pay the 
State debts? And he asked if, according to testi- 
mony before them, it was not operating in- 
juriously on the public credit? He asked fur- 
ther, if it was too much to ask Senators to 
remove the doubt which was operating so inju- 
riously—notto manufacture opinion, but toremove 
erroneous impression. Look at the correspondence 
of those British brokers and British bankers with 
the President of the United States and his Secretary 
of State;and what was the language,and what 
was the tenor, of the whole of them? American 
stocks must inevitably go down, unless one thing 
was done; and what was that? Why, it was said 
an assurance must be extended to the foreign hold- 
ers of State stocks, or the national credit would 
partake of that blight which had cut off all hope 
in reference to State liabilities. That was a ques- 
tion which, in his (Mr. Bacsy’s) opinion, called on 
them for a decisive and direct opinion respecting 
State debts; and not for the purpose of manu/ac- 
turing public opinion. He (Mr. B.) should manu- 
facture opinion for no ons; he was there to ex- 
press his own. He wished to manufacture opin- 
ion for no one: he wished to fabricate political capi- 
tal for no one; but he wished to remove impres- 
sions that their treasury was bankrupt, and their 
credit dishonored; and he believed, as he hada 
soul to be saved, that if the American Secretary 
had done what he ought to have done—if he had 
said to these bankers and brokers that this Govern- 
meat had no power over this subject, this Govern- 
ment would never have stood in the position in 
which it was repiesented to stand at this hour. 
After a few other obset vations, the honorable gen- 
tleman took his seat. 

Mr. CONRAD observed that it was not his inten- 
tion to have taken any further partin this discussion; 
and he would not now have risen, had not the Sen- 
ator from Alabama made allusion to his remarks, 
made the other day. Not that he considered there 
was anything discourteous in the Senator’s allu- 
sions, but to set himself and the Senator right upon 
some points on which he might be misunderstood. 
It was true he had said—but not to the extent sup- 
posed by the Senator—that he saw nothing in the 
resolutions of the Senator from Virginia, with 
some few exceptions as to phraseology, to which 
he would not, on general principles assent, 
This, it would be recollected, was said undera 
protest that he had not either heard these subjects 
discussed in the Senzie, or had time to examine 
into them himself; and therefore was not prepared 
to expressany decided opinion—not having, in fact, 
had an opportunity of making up bis mind on the 
constitutional principles. But he was now pre- 
pared to say, that, having examined into the sub- 
ject since these resolutions were last up, he had 
satisfied himself that he could not subscribe to the 
resolutions of the Senator from Virginia, without 
radical modifications, which would essentially 
change their character. The first resolution, 
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which he considered merely prefatory, asserts a 
proposition as a fact, which he (Mr. Conrap) de- 
nied to be a fact—that “another of the prominent 
causes which tend to prolong and increase the 
financial embarrassments of the country, and to 
retard the ultimate restoration of public and pri- 
vate credit, is the uncertainty and suspense thrown 
over the policy of this Government, in regard to 
the debts of the States, by the agitation of projects 
for the virtual assumption of those debts by the 
authorities of the Union.” 

Now, this was what he denied to be the fact. 
He knew-it was not among the causes of the em- 
barrassments of any of the States with which he 
was acquainted; for in such States there was no 
agitation whatever on the subject. Indeed, he 
doubted if it was a subject of agitation in any of 
the States at all—except, perhaps, Maryland, and 
one ortwo more. Mr. C. in like manner discuss- 
ed the bearings of the several resolutions, and 
showed, from the context of the whole, why he 
could not sulseribe to them. He then replied to 
such observations as the Senator from Alabama 
had made in reference to his (Mr. C.’s) former re- 
marks. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN next replied to the re- 
marks of the Senator from Alabama, reiterating 
his former declarations as to his sentiments on the 
subject of the assumption of the debts of the States. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said, in order that the opinions 
of every Senator might be distinctly obtained upon 
the propositions contained in the resolutions, he 
would propose an amendment, which he thought 
would naturally supersede that of the gentleman 
from Georgia; as by it was presented the separate 
and distinct questions of the constiiutionality and 
the expediency of the assumption of State debts 
by the General Government. 

Mr. CONRAD observed that this was the tenth 
or twelfth amendment that had been offered. 

Mr. McDUFFIE. But this comes to the point. 

Mr. CONRAD. It is about as far from the point, 
I apprehend, as any of the others. He moved to 
postpone the subject to the Ist day of December 
next. 


Mr. WALKER said he did not know why they 
should not be permitted to have the vote as well 
upon the resolutions as they stood, as though each 
question was presented separately and distinctly. 
If the resolutions were considered of no eonse- 
quence in themselves—if they were a mere bruéum 
fulmen, and would have no influence upon popular 
opinion—upon the action of the Sates in relation 
to this matter—why had gentlemen consumed so 
much time? Why were they desirous of avoiding 
a vole, the consequences of which would amount 
to nothing?) Why were they endeavoring to avoid 
a vote, by motions to lay the resolutions on the ta- 
ble, and by a motion for postponement? Why avoid 
adirect vote, denying or affirming the question of the 
constitutionality or expediency, as long as it would 
produce noeffect? Produce no effect, sit! The Sen- 
ate was one of the parties appealed to, to assume the 
debts of the States. They could not be assumed 
without the co-operation of the Senate; and would 
it, then, have no effect, that one of the parties 
should declare, in advance, their belief that this 
Government had no constitutional power to assume 
those debis? Who ever thought that the Legisla- 
tures of the several States possessed the power to 
instruct Congress to violate the Constitution? If 
they pass the resolution proclaiming that the Gov- 
ernment possessed no constitutional power to do 
80, instruction would fall impotent. How bad 
this question been brought there? Were the Dem- 
ocratic members of that body to be charged 
with consuming the time of the Senate upon this 
subject? Certainly not. The resolutions were 
brought forward by the friends of assumption—by 
numerous petitions from the people in various 
States, calling upon the Government to assume 
the debts of the States by the issue of stock. It 
had been brought to their attention by the friends— 
not by the opponen's—of assumption; and the Sen- 
ate had been asked for an expression of its opinion 
upon the subject. Was not this parliamentary? 
What had been the course adopted heretofore upon 
such subjects as this, where petitions had been 
presented, and the action of Congress upon it re~ 
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quested? Was it not usually—nay, almost uni- 
verselly—the practice of that body to make a re- 
speciful reply? He wished an expression of the 
judgment of the Senate to be made in this case, 
that there might be no misconception in the public 
mind in reference to the subject. And he would 
say to the Senate, that, by refusing such expression, 
they would assuredly occasion repudiation on the 
part of the Legislatures of the States. He hoped 
that a direct vote would be taken, believing i', as 
he did, of far greater importance than any other 
subject which could possibly engage the attention 
of Congress. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he believed there was no 
member of that body who bad a greater regard for 
the public faith, either of the States individually or 
united, in this Government; there was no man 
more anxious that they should fulfil with fidelity 
the engagements they bad made, than he was; and 
yet he was as strongly—or, perhaps, more strong- 
ly—opposed to this measure than any member of 
that body. And if he had no other reason (for he 
would not go into the constitutional argument) but 
a regard for the interests of the stockholders them- 
selves,he would raise his voice against it. He believed 
it would be doing them infinite injustice. If, by any 
possibility, this plan should be adopted, it could not 
stand; it would overwhelm the revenue of the 
country. Instead of being a charge upon the pub- 
lic lands alone, it would become a charge upon the 
customs, which, every one must be aware, were 
insufficient to sustain the ordinary expenses of the 
Government. To add a burden of six millions 
more was preposterous. It involved the alterna- 
tive—which he trusted no one would desire—of in- 
ternal taxation, or of repudiation on the part of the 
General Government. 

He was decidedly of opinion that a response 
ought to be given to the numerous petitions which 
had been presented to them, and to the resolutions of- 
fered by the Senator from Maine. They ought to 
pat upon record a vote declaring that it would be 
contrary to every consideration of expediency to 
adopt such a measure, in order to let the public 
creditors understand the true state of the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was, as decidedly as any 
gentleman within that body could be, adverse to 
the proposition of assuming, on the part of this 
Government, the debts of the States, in whatever 
form that proposition might be presented. He had 
been desirous that an expression of the opinion of 
that body should be had upon the question; but it 
was now perfectly evident that every endeavor to 
obtain that expression must fail of success, from 
the policy which he perceived gentlemen were de- 
termined to pursue, in order to prevent a direct 
vote upon the proposition. He did not rise for the 
parpose of going into the discussion of the ques- 
tion; for it’was a question, it seemed to him, alto- 
gether too large to admit of being properly and 
fully discussed during this session, even if the 
whoie remaining time should be devoted to it. 

When this subject was first brought before Con- 
gress, he (Mr. A.) confessed he was among the 
number of those who strongly reprehended (though 
he was then in the retirement ot private life) even 
the introduction of the question into the Congress 
of the United States. It did not, at that time, even 
enter into his conception that it would ever be mat- 
ter (as he now found it was likely to become) of 
grave deliberation whether it would be politic or 
just, on the part of this Government, to assume the 
debts of the States. 

He was desirous of having a distinct vote upon 
the question now, though he was as adverse as the 
Senator from Kentucky had declared bimself to be 
to the adoption of such a measure; for the maticr 
was growing far beyond the bounds of an abstrac- 
tion, though it might, perhaps, be considered a 
demi-abstraction still. He feared that a very 
alarming change in public sentiment, in reference 
to this subject, was about taking place; and, per- 
haps, by the (ime that Congress should again con- 
veoe, if it were undetermined now, they would 
have it forced upon them the more urgently by rea- 
son of the delay. He was very apprehensive that 
all resisiance to it, even now, would prove vain; 
but he desired to include himself among those who, 
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on the very threshold of this matter, had waged an 
undying hostility towards this absurd and unwar- 
rantable scheme. 

Gentlemen talked of limitations upon the pow- 
ers of this Government, and at the same moment 
were proposing legislative action by which the as- 
sumption of debis to the amount of $200,000,000 
was coniemplated; and those debts, too, never hav- 
ing been subject to the action of this Government 
When such a proposition as this could find a rest- 
ing place in this, the highest national court of ju- 
dicature, it was enough to awaken them to resist- 
ance; it was not a time for idle delay. They were 
invoked, by the highest considerations of public 
policy, to offer at once a determined resistance to 
this atrocious measure—for so he regarded it. 
But he had riven simply for the purpese of saying 
that, inasmuch as it would be altogether in vain, he 
thought, to attempt to get through this labyrinth of 
resolution piled upon resolution, he felt constrained 
to give way. He wouldbe obliged to forego the at- 
tainmentof the object which he greatly desired, 
namely: to obtain an expression of the opinion of 
the Senate upon this question, or else consent to 
consume the whole of the remaining time of the 
session. He would be constrained to vote, there- 
fore—anxious as he was to givea vote directly upon 
the question, as well as to express his opiniors 
upon it—for the postponement. 

Mr. CUTHBERT observed that he always re- 
garded what was said by the Senator from Ken- 
tacky as being entitled to much weight. But when 
that gentleman declared that he hoped it would be 
impossible that they should te called upon at any 
time to give an expression of the opinion of that 
body upon a question which would produce such 
an effect upon the country as this question must 
necessarily produce, he confessed he was not a lit- 
tle disappointed. On this side of the Chamber (the 
Democratic) they understood each other, and the 
country understood them. Their opinions in ref- 
erence to this question were well known; but it be- 
longed to the gentlemen on the other side to solve 
the doubts which were resting upon the public 
mind in regard to what the. action of Congress 
would be in reference to it. 


Was the Senator from Kentucky (versed, as he 
must be, in the Constitution and the laws of this 
country) not prepared to decide that this Govern- 
ment cannot assume the debts contracted by the 
States—that this Government cannot lay taxes to be 
applied to the purposes of the States? Surely he 
was prepared for this declaration; if not, what was 
the inference? That the party of which that gen- 
tleman was the powerful champion, was unwilling 
to lay its principles before the country. Was he 
willing to incur a suspicion of this nature? Did 
the gentleman hold that we had no right to hold 
consultation with the people upon subjects of this 
nature? Senators on this side thought differently. 
They were ever ready to enter into consultation; 
to reason; !0 argue; to remonstrate; to discuss, and 
endeavor to impress those opinions which they be- 
lieved to be just. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN responded to the Senator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Curasert,] by again reiter- 
ating his sentiments on the subject of assumption, 
as stated in his first remarks. 


The question then coming up on Mr. Conrap's 
motion to postpone the subject to the first Monday 
in December next, 

Mr. EVANS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. ARCHER asked were the resolutions offer- 
ed by the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
McDorrir] now included? 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

The motion to postpone was ‘hen decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 25, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS--M Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge— 25. 

NAY=—Meessrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McDuffie, McRoberts, Rives, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, W1l- 
cox, Williame, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 

Mr. McDUFFIE now submitted his resolutions, 
as a substantive proposition, as follows: 


Government 
comatose assume rap = eet tee 
States for their own proper purposes, by the issue of 2% 
wer may be pledged for the payment of the ines 
iene it is ine ient for this G 
assume ose ae aeseott this Government thus ig 
He hoped they would be considered now, ay; 
allowed to go at once to the vote. : 
Mr. EVANS and others objected. 
The resolutions, therefore, lie over one day, under 
the rule. 
On motien of Mr. WHITE, the Senate the, 
went into executive session; and, after some tim, 
spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, February 18, 1843. 


Mr. BARTON presented the petition of numeroy; 
citizens of Frederick county, Virginia, praying {op 
relief to the country, by the issue of stock 
upon the proceeds of the sales of the public lands. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN presented the memoria) of 
William Bell and 642 other citizens of Wester, 
Pennsylvania, (who consider the public domaig 
as the property of the individual States,) praying 
Congress to pass an act for the issue of Gover. 
ment stock, on the basis of the public domain. 


THE OPERATION OF THE TARIFF oy 
FOREIGN TREATIES. 


Mr. McKEON offered the following resolution; 
and it was adopted: 


Resolved, That the President ofthe United States be reques. 
edto communicate to this House (if not incompatible with the 
public interest) any correspondence between the represent 
tives of foreign Governments and the Government of the Uni: 
ted States in relation to the operation of the present tariff laws 
on treaties existing with those foreign Governments. 


THE BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. FILLMORE said it had been his intentic 
to move, this morning, that the House resolve it 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state o 
the Union; but he had been appealed to on all side 
of the House to permit some bills on the Speake: 
table to be this day disposed of; and he woul 
therefore, waive the motion which he had intended 
to make, so that the bills alluded to could be 
ken up and disposed of, and that then the commi 
tees could be called for reperts; but, on Monds 
morning, he should move that the House resolv 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
the Union. 


Mr. COWEN suggested that, after the dispos 
of the business alluded to, the House should tak 
up a bill on the table for the relief of Amos 
dall; and he gave notice that he should move th 
the House go into Committee of the Whole on th 


bill. 

Mr. J. THOMPSON rose, and called for theo 
ders of the day. 

Mr. A. H. H. STUART obtained permission 
bring before the House the state of the Committe 
on Nava! Affairs; which, being without a quora 
in consequence of the sickness of several of i 
members, it was unable to transact any busine 
He, therefore, moved that other gentlemen bes 
pointed, to give the committee a working quord 
in the place of those who were unable to alle 
The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MOORE presented resolutions of the 
lature of the State of Louisiana, directing the 5 
ators from that State, and requesting its Represev 
atives, to endeavor to get the Government lo as 
that State in removing obstructions in Red rive 
and another like resolution, directing and reque 
ing their Senators’ and Representatives to use 
exertions to have the second regiment of dragoo 
now in the service of the United States, 
equipped, mounted, and occupied as at present, 
Fort Jesup. jl 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL presented additic 
documents, relating to the case of John Melato 
of Florida. 


Mr. TURNEY presented like papers in thes 


case. . 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, from the Committee‘ 
Commerce, submitted a bill, as an amendment l 
bill transmitted by the Secretary of the ‘Tress 
at the last session of Congress, in relation 
custom-house organization. 
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THE REMOVAL OF JONATHAN ROBERTS. 


BAKER presented to the House an Ex- 

Teo pmunication from the Treasury Depart- 

pent, in answer to @ resolution of the House of 

resentatives of the 13th Febrnary last, respect: 

ing the removal of Jonathan Roberts, collector of 
Philadelphia, which was as follows: 


Treasury DerarTMEnt, 
February 16, 1843. 

- Thave the honor tostate, in reply to the resolution of the 
ao Representatives adopted on the 13th instant, that no 
have been preferred to this department against Jona- 
chare™operis, late collector of the port of Philadelphia, relative 
his discharge of the duties of said office; that no order, in- 
suction, or request, addressed to the said Jonathan Reberts, to 
move or appoint any subordinate officers of the customs at 
ie port of hiladelphia, is contained on the records of this de- 
ent. The only letter on that subject, within my pee 
ing & private note written by me, endorsing one from the 

President; copies of neither of which were retained. 
[herewith inclose, agreeably tothe call contained in the reso- 
acopy of the order, or letter, dismissing Mr. Roberts 
the office of collector of said port, (marked A,) and a 
of a letter from the First Comptroller, (marked B,) which 
onatitute al! lettersand papers in possession of the department, 

celating to the subject embraced in said resolution. 
lam, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. FORWARD, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Tothe Hon. Joun Waite, eam, &c. 


TrEAsurRY DePartTMENtT, 
September 10, 1842. 
Sir: 1 am directed by the President to inform you that he has 
appointed Thomas 8. Smith to be collector of the customs for 
the district of Philadelphia, in your place. 
Iam, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. FORWARD, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
JonaTHAN ROBERTS, ag ; : 
Late Collector of the Customs, Philadelphia. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller’s Office, September 10, 1842. 
Sin: Thomas 8. Smith having been appointed collector of 
Philadelphia, you will deliver to him, on application, all the 
blic property in your possession, together with the forms, 
of oars and instructions relating to the duties of the of- 
fice, with which you have been furnished by this department; 
for all which you will take duplicate receipts, (specifying every 
article,) and forward one of them to this office. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. W. McCULLOCH, 
Comptroller. 
JonatHan Roperts, Esq. 
Late Collector of Philadelphia. 


Mr. TOLAND moved the reference of these 
papers to aselect committee, with power to send 
for persons and papers; and on this he moved the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, the main 
question was ordered to be put, and a motion to 
a motion to refer on the table was nega- 
tived. 

Mr. WISE called for a division of the mo- 
tion; and the question was first taken on the mo- 
7” to aw which was carried by a majority of 

to 61. 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays on the 
next branch of the motion; and, being ordered, they 
resulied thus—yeas 77, nays 65. The whole mo- 
tion was, therefore, agreed to. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol 
lowing communication, which was read: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, ; 
February 16, 1843. 

Sir: I have the honor to state, in answer to the resolution of 
the House of Representatives adopted on the 13th instant, re- 
quiring copies of all or any charges that may be on file in my 
Office against Calvin Blythe, as collector of the port of Phila- 
delphia, and the names of those who petitioned for his removal, 
that no such charges or petitions are contained in the records 
of this department. 

There are recommendations for the office of collector; but as 
they contain neither charges against Mr. Blythe, nor ask for his 
= they are not deemed to be within the call of the reso- 


1am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. FORWARD, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Jonn Wuits, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. WISE observed, that as the response of 
the Secretary of the Treasury in relation to the 
removal of Jonathan Roberts, the successor of 

t. Blythe, had been referred to a select commit- 
tee, with power to send for persons and papers, 
he should move the same reference in relation to the 
Tesponse respecting the removal of Mr. Blythe, but 
for the reason that he conceived that the House 
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had in no capacity whatever, under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, the power to call the 
Executive to account for the removal of a public 
officer. 


Mr. BARNARD called the gentleman to order, 
om demanded what was the question before the 
ouse. 


Mr. WISE said that he should move to print the 
communication from the Treasary Department, 
and on that motion he intended to speak. We 
have (said he) an authority in the report of the 
Committee of Ways and Means on the exchequer 
bill; and, in that report, the extraordinary doctrine 
was Jaid down, that the entire Congress of the 
United States could not limit the executive power 
of removal. 


Mr. BARNARD again called Mr. W. to order, 
on the ground of irrelevancy. 


Mr. WISE said he had a right to show why 
he did not move to refer this communication to a 
select committee, and for pursuing a different 
course from that taken in the case of Jonathan 
Roberts. His remarks were, therefore, unques- 
tionably pertinent to the motion before the House. 
The two cases were directly parallel. Blythe was 
in office as collector of Philadelphia, and was re- 
moved from it at the time that Roberts was ap- 
pointed, without any imputation on his conduct, 
except that he differed in politics from the party 
in power. He was removed at the time when, not- 
withstanding the party that had just got into power 
had denounced the party that had gone out, for po- 
litical proscription, there were 20,000 hungry 
wolves in this city, of the glorious Whig party, 
seeking whom they might devour. At that time, 
Calvin Blythe was turned out of office, without any 
charge whatever being made against him, and 
Roberts was put in his place. He did not intend 
to go into the case of Roberts, as it was not the 
subject of investigation; but he would remark, that 
the only blame he attached to the President in rela- 
tion to this matter, was, for not removing him 
sooner than he did. Whether the case of Blythe 
was to be referred to a select committee, with pow- 
er to send for persons or papers, or not, would de- 
pend on the motion of some other gentleman. He 
conld not make that motion, for the reason he had 
before given; but would leave it to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. C. Brown.] 

He could not call on the President of the Uni- 
ted States for his reasons for removing men from 
office, when, according to the report of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, they could not even 
delegate that power to the Senate, which co-oper- 
ated in the appointing power. This Committee 
of Ways and Means had voted for the reference 
of the case of Roberts to a select committee, with 
power to send for persons and papers; which was, 
in effect, to make the President accountable to 
them for this removal, when, according to their re- 
port, he was not accountable even to the Senate. 
If there was one principle held by the Whigs more 
sacred than another, prior to the last elections, it 
was that the President of the United States should 
not have the power of removal without the con- 
currence of the Senate. No one before had ever 
held the monstrous doctrine that the House of Rep- 
resentatives should have the concurrent power of 
removal, and the power to send for persons and 
papers, to control the President of the United 
States in the exercise of this power. The doctrine 
he had always maintained was, that the Senate, 
having a voice in appointments to office, should 
also have a voice in removals from office; bat that 
the House, having no voice in the appointments, 
should have none in the removals. He gave gen- 
tlemen warning that if they would go into the 
question of the removal of Jonathan Roberts, he 
should go into the case of the removals of 1,700 
postmasters by the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Granaza,] when he was Postmaster General. 
He had ever been opposed to the blind and indis- 
criminate removal of political opponents from 
Office. He believed that one of the evils that was 
gnawing into the vitals of our institutions was the 
want of permanence in appointments to office; 
and if parties were to be permitted to put in their 
friends, and put out their enemies, every four years, 


the Government must go to wreck for the waat of 
competent persons to carry it on. . 

Mr. EVERETT here called Mr. Wise to order 
for irrelevancy; and, after a short discussion on 
the point of order, 

The SPEAKER decided that the gentleman from 
Virginia was in order. 

Mr. EVERETT appea'ed, and called for the 
previous question; which was seconded by the 
House; and, under its operation, the appeal was 
overruled. 

Mr. WISE then concluded his remarks by say- 
ing, thatif gentlemen would go into this matter, 
they must also take up the reign of the “one 
month,” aswell as any succeeding period since 
the political death of Mr. Van Buren. The very 
time when they were protesting to the people of 
this nation that they were against proscription, the 
Whig party made the greatest number of remo- 
vals—thus showing to the world that they were 
hypocrites and knaves. 

Mr.CHARLES BROWN rose and moved that 
the communication be referred to the select com- 
mittee, with instructions te inquire whether Jona- 
than Roberts took any part in the removal of Cal- 
vin Blythe, and what that part was. He made 
this motion, for the purpose of enabling him to say 
a few words to the House. 

Mr. TOLAND said he had no objection to any 
inquiries being instituted. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON wished to know 
whether the morning hour was now going on. 

The SPEAKER said it was. 


Mr. C. BROWN said the communication was 
such as every one expected to see. There were no 
charges against Calvin Blythe. Indeed, none could 
have been made against a man who preserved such 
an unblemished reputation, after a life of forty-five 
years, twenty of which had been spent in the service 
of his State, and on the battle-fields of his country. 
In the post of Secretary of State, judge of one of 
the State courts, and a public officer in various sit- 
uations, he always bore and sustained a character 
of unimpeachable integrity. Appointed collector 
of the port of Philadelphia but a short time before 
the close of the late Administration, he had not 
been in office more than one year before he was 
removed, without a taint, or a suspicion, or a 
charge of any sort. Such was the history, in a few 
words, of Calvin Blythe. How different that of 
his successor! Jonathan Roberts was put in office 
to serve the basest purposes—to be the instrument 
of carrying out the political and personal schemes 
of bad men. It is upon the record given to the 
world by Mr. Roberts himself, that he took the 
office upon the conditions that he should turn out 
faithful officers, and put in their places the profli- 
gate and corrupt. No sooner was he installed in 
office, than every inspector and watchman in the 
custom-house was removed, without a man at 
sunrise the nett day to tell the tale that he was 
still in office. In the letter of the President an- 
nouncing the appointment, he tells Mr. Roberts 
that he is expected to appoint such men as Bela 
Badger and J. Washington Tyson should name to 
him;—nay, worse than that—such men as the 
had promised office to before they were appointed, 
and, no doubt, as the price of personal services to 
them in aiding them to get office from the Presi- 
dent, or for corrupt services for pipe-laying for 
the Whig party to achieve its victory of 1840. 
And who were Bela Badger and J. Washington 
Tyson, that they should dictate to the Treasury 
Department, or the collector of Philadelphia, who 
should be the officers of its customs? The gentle- 
man from Philadelphia [Mr. Totanp} would not 
deny that Mr. Roberts had carried out to 
the letter the instructions of the President, and 
had appointed to office the friends and associates of 
Badger and Tyson. And such appointments! Of all 
the vile and the worthless in Philade’phia, some of 
them were the very worst. Instead of the custom- 
house, they were more fit for the penitentiary— 
loafers, pipe-layers, and pardoned convicts we 5 
among them. Whig meetings were held to de- 
nounce and repudiate them. Whig newspapers 
utterly condemned them. The whole city felt a 
shock at the desecration of one of its public in- 
stitutions by the vile character of those placed in 
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it by Mr. Roberts. Such were the facts of the 
case. Was it any wonder, then, that the Pres- 
ident of the United States,as soon as he found 
out {the character of Bela Badger, and those 
he had been the means of putting in office, 
should request Mr. Roberts to turn them out 
again? It was his duty to request them to be re- 
moved. And why could not Mr. Roberts have re- 
moved them? Had he not put them in at the 
request of the President? He had suffered dictation 
in the first ins'tance—why not in the second? The 
reason was obvious. A change had come over 
the spirit of his dream. When he took the office, 
he was a friend of Mr. Tyler; when he was re- 
quested to make the removals, he was a friend to 
the chief of another division of the parity. The 
officers to be removed were the open and avowed 
friends to that chieftain; and Mr. Roberts was 
willing they should continue in office, to abuse 
and vilify Mr. Tyler, to promote the election of 
Mr. Clay. These very crimes were qualifications 
in his eyes that fitted them for that service. 

Those were the immediate causes of the removal. 
It was on record. Mr. Roberts had publi:hed his 
own guilt to the world, and it needed no committee 
of this House to give it a broader circulation. 

There might have been other causes operating 
in the President’s mind when he was removed. It 
might have been that Mr. Tyler did not know him 
so well when he appointed him; he might have 
beard afterwards that Mr. Roberts had been a de- 
cided opponent of General Harrison during the 
war; he might have seen on the records of the 
Senate, what he had not noticed before he ap- 
pointed him—that Mr. Roberts had been one of 
those who had attempted to tarnish the fame of 
General Harrison, by refusing in the Senate of the 
United States to honor him. He might also have 
subsequently seen that Mr. Roberts was the author 
of the foulest slander ever propagated in this coun- 
try, having atiempted to tarnish the reputation of 
the wile of a hero and statesman—that which no 
honorable man would ever atiempt to bring into 
politics. Mr. Tyler might not have known all this; 
and when he had become informed of it, Mr. B. ap- 
pealed to this House and the country if he was 
not right in removing him; and Mr. B. only wished 
that he had placed his removal on higher groands— 
on the grounds which he had last stated; but one 
and all of them were sufficient, and there was not a 
man in Pennsylvania, whose feeling was not cal- 
lous, whose heart had not been deeply dyed in 
political partisanship, that had not rejoiced at the 
removal, 

Mr. B., in conclusion, withdrew his motion, say- 
ing that his purpose was answered by the commu- 
nication just received from the department, and that 
he did not wish to couple the name of Calvin 
Blythe any longer with that of Jonathan Roberts. 

Mr. BARNARD now obtained the floor, and 
moved that the House go into Committee of the 
Whole on the subject of the exchequer. 

The motion was voted down. 

Mr. TOLAND then addressed the House in re- 
ply to the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wisr,] 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Crarces Brown] He said it was not his custom 
to take part in debates of this kind; and he would not 
do so on the present occasion, but that he felt it 
due to his constituents to say something. He read 
from the exposé of Mr. Roberis, referred to by his 
colleague, and contended that Mr. Roberts never 
consented to become the tool of any man. 

Mr. C. BROWN rose, and read a part of the 
exposé, containing a letter from the President to 
Mr. Roberts, in which the President stated that 

“Mr. Badger and Mr, Tyson have been the warmest contest- 
ants. They may have made promises in anticipation of auc- 
cess to particular persons, whom you may quiet by carrying 
them out. Imerely make you suggestions as from one friend 
to another, to be adopted G you as your judgment may dic- 
tate. I have one wish, 1 confess; and it is that Governor Shultz 
should have the place of principal—an office, the duties of 
which are light, and the income of some moment to him.” 

This, Mr. B. said, it was known was all carried 
out, except that Governor Shuliz’s son was ap 
pointed instead of Governor Shaliz. 

Mr. Roberts himself says, in his own exposé, that 
his “appointments throughout were governed by the 
EXPRESSED wishes of the President.” 


Mr. TOLAND resumed, and contended that the 
fact stated by his colleague came from the letter 
of the President, and notfrom Mr. Roberts. He 
rose not to attack the President, but to vindicate 
Mr. Roberts, who was removed because he would 
not become the tool of any man. He did not rise 
to speak against Calvin Blythe. He believed Mr. 
Blythe was a man of high character, and he had 
never asked for his removal. But the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Wis] had attacked his reso- 
lution as if he had intended, in offering it, to in- 
terfere with the functions of the President. So 
far from having any such design, he had studiously 
avoided affording even a shadow for such a charge. 
He had not called on the President, but merely 
for documents on file in the Treasury Department. 
Were the departments to be sealed to members 
desiring information? 

Mr. WISE said thata mere call for papers on 
file would give a partial view only of the question. 
A call on the President would give the entire 
view of it. He objected to giving the committce 
power to send for persons and papers, because it 
looked like an a'tempt to hold the President re- 
sponsible to the House for his appointments. 

Mr. TOLAND continued, and was understood 
to say that the charges against the President, in the 
matter of the removal of Mr. Roberts, were of a 
very grave character, and should be investigated. 

Mr. WISE said he was glad to see what was 
the gentleman’s object. It was itapeachment. 

Mr. TOLAND did not desire to have words put 
in his mouth which he did not say. He wished 
inquiries to be instituted, not knowing where those 
inquiries would lead him. If they led to an im- 
peachment, he (Mr. T.) would not shrink from it. 
Were hea friend of the President, so far from re- 
sisting inquiry, he would encourage and demand 
it. 

Mr. STANLY next obtained the floor, and ob- 
served that he thought it was too late in the session 
to occupy the time of the House in discussing the 
villany of Captain Tyler. The Captain had not 
been able to get but one Democrat to support him; 
and now there remained no one on that floor to ce- 
fend him, except the guard; two of whom, he un- 
derstood, at least, were to receive fat offices after 
the 4th of March. If the subject came up at an- 
other time, he might say something upon it; but, at 
present, thegame was too contemptible for him to 
waste his ammunition upon it. He therefore 
moved the previous question. 

The previous question was sustained, and the 
House proceeded to vote on the motion to print; 
which was dec'ded in the affirmative. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, trans- 
mitting the names of the clerks and other persons 
employed in that department during the past year: 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, acommunication from the Second Auditor, 
transmitting a copy of the accounts rendered by 
disbursing officers of the Government: referred io 
the Committee on Public Expenditures. 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, stating that, in accordance with the resolu- 
tion of August 20th, 1842, a contract had been 
entered into for the use of Babbit’s anti-attrition 
me'al, and asking that an appropriation be made 
to fulfil the consideration: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a commanication from the Post Office De- 
partment, transmiiting a list of the clerks em- 
ployed in that department during the past year: 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The following bills from the Senate were sev- 
erally read twice, and referred: 

The bill explanatory of the act entitled ‘An act 
in relation to lands sold at the Greensburg or St. 
Helena district, Louisiana,” approved 2d August 


1842; and 


The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame de 
Lusser, and their legal representatives. 

The bill from the House for the relief of George 
Mayfield, with the amendments of the Senate 
thereto, was taken up, and the amendments con- 
curred in. 


Mr. EVERETT called up the motion for recon- 


sideration of the vote on laying on the, 
resolution reported by the Ocbiniies of a 
allowing them to employ a clerk; and, under the 
operation of the previous question, the Teconsider 
ation was agreed to. . . ’ 

The question was then taken on laying 
lution on the table, and decided in ee 
after which, ’ 

The resolution was adopted—yeas 99, nays 79 

Mr. EVERETT then moved the reconsider. 
tion of the vote just taken, and called for the r 
vious question; which was seconded by the Hoge 
and under its operation, the reconsideration y,, 
refused. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
William Wilcox; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be printed, 

On motion by Mr. TILLINGHAST, the join, 
resolution providing for the distribution of th 
printed returns of the Compendium of the Sixt 
Census, was taken up; and the amendments be 
agreed to, it was passed. 

EXCHEQUER. 

Mr. BARNARD moved that the House resolys 
itself into Committee of the Whole, for the pu. 
pose of considering the exchequer bill; and after 
some remarks in opposition to the motion } 
Messts. UNDERWOOD and McKENNAN, the 
motion was rejected. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked if private bills were not firg 
in order; and, if so, the bill for the relief of Philip 
Renault was the first on the calendar. 

The SPEAKER said that the first business 
would be the motion to print the reports of the 
Committee of Ways and Means on the subject of 
issuing $200,000,000 of Government stock, on 
which the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Jacoz 
Tompson] had the floor. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said that several gen. 
tlemen having solicited him to waive bis right to 
the floor for to day, in order that the House might 
proceed at once to the consideration of private and 
Territorial bills that were on their passage, he would 
do so, with the understanding that he might again 
have the floor on Tuesday. This being agreed to, 
by general consent, 

The bill for the relief of Philip Renault was taken 
up and read a third time; and, on the question of 
its passage, 

Mr. BIRDSEYE called for the yeas and nays, 
which being ordered, resulted in yeas 70, nays 98, 
So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD proposed to the House to 
proceed with the Territorial bills, and the bills re- 
lating to the Distriet of Columbia. These had al! 
been discussed, with the exception of the District 
bank bills, which he proposed to give the go-by, 
in order to avoid discussion on them. 

Mr. ADAMS insisted on taking up first the bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton; which 
was the next in order. ' 

After a short discussion as to priority of busi- 
ness, in which Messrs. ADAMS, UNDERWOOD, 
and McCLELLAN, took part— 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton was taken up. ' 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN called for the previous 
question on its passage. 

Mr. BURKE moved to lay it on the table, The 
report made by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Husarp] was very argumentative and conclasive, 
and showed that the claim was utteriy without any 
foundation. 

After seconding the previous question, and or 
dering the main question, ; 

The yeas and nays were taken, resulting in yea 
89, nays 59. 

So the bill was passed. ; 

Mr.R.McCLELLAN moved the reconsideration 
of the vote just taken, and called for the previous 
question; under the operation of which the motica 
was negatived. 

SURETIES OF SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treas 
ury to make a compromise with the sureties 0D the 
official bond of Samuel Swartwoult, late —— 
of the port of New York, came up on its thir 
reading. 
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yr. J. C. CLARK moved the previous question; 
hich was sustained by the House. 
ir.GRAHAM moved that the bill be laid on 
the table: rejected—ayes 59, noes 75. 
wir. STANLY asked for the yeas and nays on 
the of the bill; which were ordered. 
The bill was rejected—yeas 72, nays 75. 
SAM WELLER. 


Mr. TOMLINSON appealed to the House to 

up the bill for the relief of Sam Weller. 

Afier objections made in several quarters, but 
sabsequently withdrawn, the House agreed to take 

e bill. 
' Pee then read a third time, and passed. 

Altempts were then made by Mr. COWEN to 
take up the private calendar; by Mr. McKEN- 
NAN, to take up Territorial business; and by Mr. 
UNDERWOOD, to take up District business. 

After some debate, a motion by Mr. McKEN- 
NAN, that the Territorial and District of Colum- 
bia bills on the Speaker’s table be taken up, with a 
yiew jo their passage, prevailed. 


THE TERRITORIES AND THE DISTRICT. 


A bill making an appropriation for the improve~- 
ment of the public buildings in Florida, was read 
a third time, and passed. 

Abillto provide for the erection of a marine 
hospital at Key West, Florida, came up with an 
amendment from the Committee of the Whole. 
The amendment declares that the sum of $10,000 
shall be applied to the erection and finishing of the 
hospital. 

It was agreed to, and the bill read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill making appropriations for the repair 
and improvement of certain roads and other high- 
ways in the Territory of Florida, was, after being 
ordered to be engrossed, read the third time; and, 
on the question “Shall the bill pass?” it was -deci- 
ded in the negative. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The bill for the protection of the commerce of 
the western shores of Lake Michigan was taken 
up. 

Mr. HALSTED moved to amend it, by striking 
out allthe appropriations, except for the harbor of 
Milwaukie and for the light-house. 

Mr. H. DODGE earnestly appealed to the House 
not to strike out the appropriations for Racine and 
Lockport, which he said were in the bill of the last 
session. He hoped they would now be retained. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was rejected; and, the bill having been ordered to 
be engrossed, was read the third time, and passed 
—yeas 84, nays 55. 

The bill to authorize the election of officers in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, was also read the third 
lime, and passed. 

The bill making appropriations for certain roads, 
and for the survey of a canal route in the Territo- 
ty of Iowa, was taken up; and, after some re- 
marks from Mr. SPRIGG in opposition to the 


Under the operation of the previous question, 
the amendment pending was concurred in, and the 
bill was ordered to be emgrossed for a third read- 


On the question of the passage of the bill, 

Mr. SPRIGG called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and then, 

On motion of Mr. ARNOLD, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 20, 1843. 

The PRESIDENT [pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
alea communication from the War Department, 
Teporting, in compliance with the 5th section of 
the act of 34 March, 1809, a statement from the 
Second Auditor of the Treasury, showing the ex- 
penditures made in the year 1842 out of the ap- 
Proptiations made for the contingent expenses for 
the military establishment; which, on motion of 
Mr. EVANS, was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the State of Maine, praying protection, by 
& specific duty, on imported lamber; which was 
referred to the Committee on Manofactures. 
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Mr. STURGEON presented a joint resolution 
adopted by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in- 
structing their Senators and requesting their Rep- 
resentatives to urge the passage of a law revising 
the act of 1838, granting a pension for five years 
to the widows of : flicers and soldiers of the revo- 
lutionary war; which was ordered to be prinied, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. BATES presented a petition from the West- 
ern Railroad Company, praying an extension of 
the time for laying down railroad iron which may 
be imported free of duty before the 2d of March; 
which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from Hall 
Jackson Kelly, asking the United States to grant 
him the privilege to purchase a tract of land in the 
Oregon Territory, for the purpose of colonization, 
on reasonable terms; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
merchan's and traders of the city of Philadelphia, 
asking Congress to modify the provisions of the 
tariff, so as to allow a drawback on exports of do- 
mestic spirits, equal to the duty on the foreign prod- 
uce from which it is distilled; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of Gilbert 
Buckingham, and 225 others, citizens of Henry 
and Whiteside counties, in the State of Illinois, 
praying for the establishment of a tri-weekly mail- 
route from Peoria, by way of Mount Hawley, in 
Peoria county, Wyoming and Toulon, in Stark 
county, Wethersfield and Genesee, in Henry coun- 
ty, Sharon, and Crandall’s ferry, to Albany, in 
Whiteside county, so as to intersect the Galena 
and Rock Island mail-route at Albany, and the 
Dixon and Rock Island mail-route at Crandall’s 
ferry; which, on his motion, was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, reported back, with an amend- 
ment, House bill entitled “An act in relation to the 
exemplification of land patents and other evidences 
of title under the act entitled An act to re-or- 
ganize the General Land Office:” the amendment 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Penisons, 
reported back, without amendment, the bill for the 
relief of Anne Jones 


Mr. P. remarked, in relation to the bill, that the 
applicant claims a pension, by reason of the ser- 
vices of her husband during the revolutionary war. 
She was not a widow when the act under which 
she claimed a pension was passed, which disenti- 
tled her to a pension by the previous action of 
Pension Department; but the department had, in 
relation to the act of August last, given such con- 
struction of the pension laws as to extend the 
rights of pension to those who had become widows 
since the passage of the law. The resolution of 
the committee was, therefore, that no action of 
Congress was necessary in the case. He made 
that remark, with a view that the bill be now 
acted upon, by indefinitely postponing it, for the 
purpose of submitting the matter to the department. 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed, and the bill was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole, and indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr. PHELPS, for the same reason and pur- 
pose, made a similar motion in relation to the 
House bills for the relief of Catherine Wilson and 
Maria M. Brooks; and, on his motion, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and those bills 
were considered, and laid on the table. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, and asked for its consideration then: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed tocommu- 
nicate to the Senate, at the next session of Congress, a plan and 
estimates for the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio, by 
the construction of an enlarged steambvat canal on the Indiana 
side of the falls, near Louisville; also, to report what effect would 
be produced on the navigation of that river above the falle, by the 
removal of the ledge of rocks at that point; also, what would be 
the expense of enlarging the present canal, so as to admit the 
largest class of boats; and what arrangements, if any, can be 
made for rendering the said canal toll free, or subject to such 
toll only as may be necessary to keep the same in repair. 


Mr. EVANS objected to the consideraticn of 
the resolution then, on the ground that he did not 















- er over the matter, in some form or otber. 


see that any funds were at the disposal oi he de- 
partment for that purpose. 

Mr. WALKER was understood to say that no 
appropriation of money was necessary. The resolu- 
tion was, however, laid on the table till to-morrow. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Millitary Affairs, to which had been referred 
House bill entitled “An act io provide for the pay- 
ment of Iowa militia called into service in Decem- 
ber, 1839, to prevent the invasion of that Territory 
by the State of Missouri,” reported that the commit- 
tee did not find sufficient grounds to sanction the 
claim, and had instructed him to ask that it be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject; and, 

Aftera few remarks by Mr. LINN, the ques- 
tion of discharging the committee was postponed. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the Senate bill for 
the relief of Asahel Brainard was taken upas in 
committee of the whole; and, there being no 
amendment proposed, it was reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed; which having been 
done, it was subsequently read the third time and 
passed. 

On motion by Mr. WALKER, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider, as in committee of the whole, 
the bill for the relief of John Hutchins. Mr. 
Watker having explained the bill, and there 
being no amendment proposed, it was reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. It was subsequently read the third time 
and passe. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted a motion to 
postpone the previous orders of the day, for the pur- 
pose of taking up the bill for the relief of Mrs. Thomp- 
son, widow of the late Col. Thompson; but, after 
a tew remarks from Messrs. ALLEN and WOOD- 
BURY, suggesting that if this bill was taken up, it 
would interfere with the resolutions of the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. McDurrix,] which 
were in order during the morning bour, he with- 
drew the motion. 


The CHAIR then announced that the fol- 
lowing resolutions submitted by the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. McDurriz] were in order, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the Government of the United States has no 
constitutional power to assume the debta contracted by the 
States fortheir own — purposes, by the issue of stock, 
whatever fund may be pledged for the payment of the inter- 
est or principal. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient for this Government thus to 
assume the aforesaid debts. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said it was not his intention, 
when he submitted these resolutions, to uttera single 
sentence to enforce favorable action upon them; 
but, as he had a very few ideas to express on the 
subject, and the Senate being very thin, he would 
avail himself of a few moments of its time to ex- 
press his views on the spirit of those resolutions. 
Had the Congress of the United States the power 
to execute the object to which the resolutions re- 
late? That was the first and most important 
question; and, in regard to that question, he con- 
fessed he was surprised at the remarks which fell 
from the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Caitren- 
DEN,] on the other side of the Senate, on Saturday, 
when the practical interrogatory was as to the con- 
stitutional power of Congress to execute this meas. 
ure. That Senator, afier having disclaimed tha 
there was any ebligation on this Government to 
discharge the debts of the States, went on to say 
that there was no provision in the Constitution 
which prohibited an exercise, by Congress, of vote 

e 
(Mr. McD.) confessed that be was surprised to hear 
that remark, particularly as coming from the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky, who, he was sure, 
was brought up at the time when those admirable 
constitutional doctrines emanated from the State of 
Kentucky in 1800. He (Mr. McD.) was sure that 
the Congress of the United States was prohibited 
from exercising the power; and were they to be 
called upon to assume the exercise of that power, 
because it was not prohibited by the Constitution? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN interrupted the Senator 
from South Carolina, and explained his former re- 
marks to which be (Mr. McD.) had alluded. What 
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he (hen meant was—as the whole tenor of hisremarks 
would show—that he was unwilling to express an 
opinion at that time, as to the power of Congress 
to interfere in this matter, He did not intend to 
say that Congress could exercise any power, ex- 
cept such powers as were expressly granted, or 
which were implied as necessary to carry express 
grants of power into effect. 

Mr. McDUFFIE resumed. He was glad to 
hear the explanation of the Senater. He entire- 
ly concurred with him in that view—as he pre- 
sumed every Senator would—that they had all the 
powers expressly granted, and which were implied 
as necessary to carry out those in such grants. 

He would now proceed to demonsirate (as he 
believed it would not be difficult to do) that there 
was not only no such power granted by the Consti- 
tution to the Congress of the United States, but 
that the exercise of such a power was as positively 
prohibited as human language could convey a pro- 
hibition, What was it that was proposed to be 
done? He besougit gentlemen to realize a pracii- 
cal view of the matter. The stock which it was 
proposed to issue, it was true, was to be sus- 
tained in part by the income derived from the pub- 
lic lands. But he wirhed to remove from the 
minds of Senator: all iljusion upon this point. The 
whole resources of the Government would be ne- 
cessarily charged with the enormous burden con- 
templated by the scheme of the issue of Govern: 
ment stock. What were the powers to be exer- 
cised?. The whole money power of the Govern- 


“ment—the power of borrowing, and the power of 


appropriating; the whole money power—a power 
involving all the other powers of the Government. 
This was the power to be brought into exercise. 
And he asked if there was not, in reference to the 
exercise of this power, a limitation as express as 
human language could make it?) It was declared 
in the Constitution that Congress should have the 
power of raising money—for what purpose? To 
provide “for the commen defence and general wel- 
fare” of the Union. The only purpose for which 
Congress could raise and appropriate money in 
any form, was to provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United States. Now, 
if the payment of State debts—the interference 
with, or assumption of State authority—could be 
considered as embraced within the terms “common 
defence and general welfare,” he confessed that to 
him language had lost its power, and they might as 
well throw aside the Constitution at once. It seem- 
ed to him particularly clear that the powers which 
would be involved in the operation of this scheme 
were positively and expressly prohibited by the 
terms of the Constitution. Language could not 
make it plainer; and he would not, therefore, con- 
sume any more of the time of the Senate upon the 
question of constitutional power. 


They were thus arrested at the very threshold; 
and all those who, with him, entertained the opin- 
ion which he bad just expressed—that the exercise 
of such a power as this would be plainly uncon- 
stitutional—must maintain the ground that any at- 
tempt to impo:e upon the Government of the Uni- 
ted States the exercise of such a power must be, 
now and hereafter, destitute of any effect. They 
could not pledge the faith of this Government for 
any such purpose. 

But suppose that, by a strained construction, 
they could assume to iRémselves such a power as 
this: when they came to consider its practical re- 
sult, it would seem so totally to reverse all the 
principles of the Government, and so far to de- 
range the operations, the control, and the responsi- 
bility of the whole system, as to render it evidently 
unconstitutional, even independently of the ex- 
press prohibition. 

It was proposed to throw upon this Government 
the responsibility of collecting taxes for the Siates, 
and to relieve the State Governments from all re- 
sponsibility in the matter. He begged Senators to 
consider this proposition; and, with that view, be 
would repeat, that it was proposed that this Gor- 
ernment should perform the part of tax-gatherer 
for the several States—giving the State Govern- 
ments the control over the fund, without any re- 


- sponsibility as to its collection. And, if they looked 


at the manner in which the debts of the States had 
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been contracted, and at the means by which 
they had been carried on, under the most 
extraordinary delusion, in the prosecution of 
their works of internal improvement, he thought 
they would be admonished—and that, in strong 
language—of the impropriety of the proposed 
scheme of assumption. Daring the last few 
years, about two hundred millions ef dollars 
of foreign capital had been brought into the coun- 
try. Was there anything that could so totally de- 
range all the monetary affairs of the Government 
as the introduction of this enormous amount of for- 
eign capital? It was like a shower of gold poured 
out upon the Stat-s; the natural operation of which 
was to enhance the price of everything, And it 
might not be inappropriate to say here, that the im- 
portation of this immense amouat of foreign capi- 
tal bad contributed as much as the extraordinary 
expansion of bank circulation, or any other cause 
whatever, to occasion those distresses under which 
the country was now laboring. During the period 
to which he had referred, a perfect delirium had 
been produced. Men acted precisely as if they 
had been under the influence of some stimulating 
draught. All responsibility in the disposal! of the 
public money was destroyed. And it would be 
seen, by looking at the manner in which the public 
works of internal improvement were carried on, 
that all the agents connected with those works acted 
precisely as if they imagined the funds devoted to 
that purpose had rained down from heaven. 
There was universal excitemen!—universal deli- 
rium; and the consequence was, the works cost 
three, four, or five times as much as they could 
now be constructed for. What did this go to show? 
It showed that those to whom the appropriation of 
the money was confided, felt no sort of responsibil- 
ity. And he would venture to assert, that, at this 
very moment, there was no prudent man in the 
United States, who bad capital, who would take, 
as a gift, nine-tenths of the internal improve- 
ments made by foreign capital, if he were to 
be bound by the terms of the gift to keep up 
those works. They would not pay the expense. 
And he must be permitted to say that the prac- 
tice of borrowing money by the State Governments 
(the most unfortunate of all schemes ever adopted 
by any Government) had been their utter and ab- 
solute ruin. And now, after the people had awa- 
kened from their delirium, looked about them, and 
surveyed the ruin which had been produced, was 
it desired that a new stimulus should be adminis- 
tered—that they should be encouraged to engage 
again in the same course of extravagance? Was 
it proper again to administer the same dose, and 
to produce again the same disasters? It was per- 
fectly clear that the practical operation of the 
scheme would be to destroy the responsibility of 
those to whom would belong the appropriation of 
the public money. The State Governments were 
to expend the money, whilst they were to be freed 
from the responsibility of imposing taxes. Was it 
not plain that, if they were required to impose 
taxes upon the people, in order to raise the money, 
the people would hold a salutary check over them? 
There was noother way to hold them in check, but 
by making them directly responsible. But the ef- 
fect of this system would be to destroy all respon- 
ibility. 

Upon the question of expediency, he would ask 
what favor was it they were about to confer upon 
the States of this Union? The worthy Senator 
from Maryland had been pleased to speak of the 
paternal character of this Government, and the ob- 
ligations incident to that character. The paternal 
character of the Government! This was not the 
first time, by many handreds, that be had heard 
this langnage used. Whenever the Government 
were about 10 de any wrong—whenever they were 
about to violate the rights of apy portion of the 
people—they always assomed this paternal charac- 
ter. It was a remark of Junius, (which was capa- 
ble of specific application here,) that “whenever he 
saw a Scotchman smile, he involuntarily put his 
hand upon his pocket.” When he (Mr. McD.) 
heard the paternal character of this Government 
spoken of, he was disposed to regard the proposi- 
tion by which snch a declaration was accompanied, 
with more than ordinary suspicion. He asked 


a 


what was the practical character of the proposition; 
Did gentlemen mean to inculcate upon the people 
of the United States that this Government was ” 
dowed (as a sort of godlike power) with wealih? 

sort of inherent wealth, which it did not derive 
from the people—that this paternal Government Was 
about to relieve the States by giving them money} 
Were they, like children, to be deluded with such an 
absurd picture as this? Give money to the People! 


Why, all that this Government possessed, they 
derived from the people. They had not a single 
dollar that was not drawn from the pockets of the 
people; and yet this Government proposed to re. 
lieve the people by giving them money! Were the 
people of these United States supposed to Worship 
this Government, as the Persians worship the syn? 
God forbid! Let them meet the question plainly 
and fairly. Every dollar that was given to the 
States, must first be taken from the people of the 
States; and for every dollar that they received jn 
one form, they must pay at least a dollar and 
twenty-five cents in another form. This was the 
inevitable consequence—and it could not be avoid. 
ed. He asked Senators if they were willing to 
give this money to the States, to be squandered } 
them, and thereby place themselves under the ne. 
cessity of calling upon the people for supplies? 
The idea, therefore, of relieving the States by 
granting them money, was drawing a distinetion 
between the Governments of the States and the 
people of those States; which was totally destitute 
of all practical foundation. To be sure, the idea 
of many, he knew, was, that the money to be ap- 
propriated to the States was to be collected in an 
indirect form—by a sysiem of indirect taxation 
relieving toem from the burden of direct taxation; 
but the distinction was totally destitute of founda- 
tion. .Did gentlemen suppose that, with a bank- 
rupt treasury—while this Government was living, 
from day to day, upon the miserable shift of bor. 
rowing money, and after our commerce had been 
cut down so that it would not even sustain the or- 
dinary expenses of the Government—it could, 
nevertheless, sustain the enormous expense of 
granting $200,000,000 to the States? In less than 
a single year, if this system were adopted, they 
would have to resort to direct taxation. 

But there was another view of the subject which 
claimed their attention. The measure was pro- 
posed for the purpose of relieving the States of this 
Union; but, in order to do this, it would be neces- 
sary todo something more. Suppose stock to the 
amount of $200,000,000 be issued. What would 
be the portion to which the State of Pennsylvania 
would be entitled? It would not be sufficient to 
pay anything like one half the amount of the debt 
of that State. How would it be with Missouri? 
Missouri, he believed, owed no debt atall. She 
would be entitled, nevertheless, to her distributive 
share of $3,000,000, and South Carolina to $4,000,- 
000. With a bankrupt treasury, and a heavy 
debt hanging over us, without the means of paying 
that debt, it was proposed to throw upon the world 
stock to the amount of $200,000,000, bearing an 
interest of but three per cent. What would the 
stock be worth? The State of Missouri had no 
debt at all. What would it be worth in the traly 
economical and exemplary State of North Caroli- 
na? What would Government stock, at three pet 
cent., be worth in the markets of the worl’? You 
could not adopt a more effectual mode to degrade 
this Government, already bankrupt, than by issv- 
ing stock to the extent cf $200,000,000—double 
the whole amount of the debt contracted during the 
last war with Great Britain! Why, it would be 
extravagant to suppose that, when the Government 
of the United States could not sell its six per cent. 
stock at par, although its credit was then much bet- 
ter than it now is,—it would be extravagant to sup 
pose that this three per cent. stock would sell for 
more than fifty dollars in the hundred. It would 
not be worth more. So that, in order to accommo- 
date the indebted States, all those not indebted 
would be fererd to receive at par Government 
stock, not worth fifty dollars in the hundred; and 
yet they would have to pay their full proportion of 
the taxation consequent upon the issue of this 
stock. He believed it would be a common calam- 
ity to all tae States. He bad no idea—particularly 
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ae o__that foreigners would take this stock 
ms any condition whatever. The debts of the 
aie he solemnly believed, would, eventually, be 
strictly redeemed. An idea, no doubt, prevailed 
ut the country that these debts were never 

to be paid—that the interest only was to be provi- 
ded fur; but it was a mistaken idea. These bonds— 
for which some Of the States would not receive 
pore than fifty dollars in the hundred—would have 
to be redeemed by our immediate posterity. Upon 
them would fall the whole burden of paying the 
000,000, independently of the current expense 

of $6,000,000 per annum, by way of interest. Was 
there any sound policy in this? that our immediate 
descendants should be thus burdened with an enor- 
pous and overwhelming amount of taxation— 
yanscending, as he said before, nearly two to one, 
the debt incurred by this Government during the 
jie war with Great Britain? Notbing, in his opin- 
jon, could be more unwise, if they had even an un- 
questionable right to exercise the power. Nothing 
could be more unjust to many parts of the Union. 


Nothing could be more monstrously unjust to the | 


upindebted States. 

But, as he believed the Senate was now full, 
and prepared to vote, he had ne disposition to press 
the argument further. He, however, felt it to be 
his solemn duty, before he sat down, to make a 
declaration, by which he was prepared to stand or 
fall; and he hoped that every Senator who enter- 
ined, with him, a desire that the creditors of the 
States—the holders of State stocks in Europe— 
might not be deceived, would be prepared to make 
a similar declaration. It was his solemn opinion 
that this Government had no power to issue stock 


for any such purpose as that indicated in the reso- - 


jntion. He solemnly believed that the paper which 
containec a promise to pay $200,000,000, on the 
faith of this Government, on behaif of the Siates, 
would not be worth the paper on which the resolu- 
tion was written—constilutionally. He should not 
hold himself any more bound by it than he would 
to pay a forged note. And, if the stock should ev- 
er be issued—if there should ever be, accidentally, 
aparty in power, in this country, by whom such 
stock would be issued,—he pledged himself to make 
war against it to the last extremity, whether in Con- 
gress or out of it. And, whether it might be called 
nullification, or repudiation, or by whatsoever 
name of odium his opponents might choose to des- 
ignate his eenduct, he would persevere in his re- 
sistance to what he conceived to be an unconstitu- 
tional exercise of power. And, in every form in 
which his vote could have effect or influence, he 
would resist the enforcement of any and all such 
claims upon the Government of the United States, 
He made this declaration to the world—holding, 
as ine did, the faith of the Government constitution- 
ally pledged to be sacred and inviolable; and if, in 
the face of this declaration, State stockholders in 
Europe should imagine that their debts would be 
better seoures! by cbiaining the pledge of the faith 
of the General Government, they were at liberty to 
make the experiment. 


Mr. WALKER wished to submit an amend- 
ment, for the purpose of embodying and placing on 
record upon the journal of the Senate the opinions 
which he had expressed on this subject when the 
former resolutions were under discussion. He not 
only wished them to be preserved in a more de- 
sitable form, but that the vote of Senators on them 
should be recorded—that it may be perfectly under- 
stood by all who now countenance, or shail hereaf- 
lercountenance, the destructive and pernicious doc- 
trine that such a monstrous proposition as that of 
the assumption of the debts of the States by the 
General Government could be permitted to stand 
unrepealed, should a temporary majority succeed 
in enacting it. He wished, not only to announce 
in time to the holders of State stocks, and all in- 
lerested in them, those opinions on behalf of the 

emocracy; but to place them on record, together 
With the votes pledged to that repeal, that if such 
holders of stocks are deluded into any belief that 
this Government can have any power to assume 
their debts, and become responsible for them, they 
may be undeceived; and if they will not be unde- 
ceived, they may not have the opportunity of say- 
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ing that they did not act with their eyes open to 
the consequences. He here pledged himself—and 
he was sure all of his friends who would vote for 
these resolutions would willingly pledge them- 
selves—'hat whenever a temporary majority shall 
dare to violate the Constitution by enacting such 
a destructive law, he and his friends would un- 
tiringly and unceasingly wage war against such 
obnoxious law, until they should succeed in ex- 
punging it from the statute-book. He submitted 
his amendment. 

[It was the same as, at a subsequent s'age of the 
proceedings, became a substantive proposition, in- 
dependent of Mr. McDurriz’s resolutions, as stated 
in their proper place. } 

Mr. McDUFFIE accepted the amendment as a 
modification of his resolations. 

On the resolutions, as modified, the yeas and 
nays were demanded. 

Mr. MERRICK expressed his surprise at the 
tenacity with which the Senators on the other side 
held on to their purpose of extorting a vote ona 
subject not at all before the Senate. There was 
nO proposition entertained by any one to assume 
the debts of the States. 


Mr. WALKER asked if there were not numer- 
ous petitions and memorials on the subject sub- 
mitted from time to time during the session. 

Mr. MERRICK believed there were not any. 

Mr. WALKER would beg leave to ask the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance if a large 
number of memorials on the subject had not been 
referred to that committee, and if these memorials 
were not now awaiting his report? 

Mr. EVANS replied that he was not aware of 
one calling for the assumption of the debis of the 
Siates. There were many memorials before the 
committee asking for some improvement of the 
currency, and for an issue of Government stock to 
form a currency; but he did not know of any that 
called for the assumption of the State debts. 

Mr. WALKER said they certainly called for 
the issue of Government stock to relieve the States 
from their indebtedness. 

Mr. MERRICK continued: If the committee 
had made its report, there might be some apology 
for introducing the subject in a discussion of that 
report. But there was no proposition to justify the 
course now taken, after the Senate—by its solemn 
and deliberate determination, manifested on two 
occasions last week—decided that it would not enter- 
tain the subject this session; that it would not saf- 
fer the question to consume, in discussion, the time 
necessary to be devoted to the completion of the 
practical business of legislation. 

Mr. M. then proceeded to state his sentiments 
in relation to the subject which the vote was de- 
manded upon. He did not understand that any of 
the States required the General Government to as- 
sume their debts. He understood them as merely 
asking for arestoration of the trust which they had 
given to the Government for a specific purpose, 
long since accomplished. They now ask for the 
restoration ef their property, that they may make 
use of it in whatever way they think best for the 
purpose of extricating them from their difficulties. 
Mr. M., at great length, proceeded to argue the 
whole question of the distribution of the proceeds 
of the pablic lands and restoration of the public do- 
main to the use of the States, as the only form of 
assumption which, he conceived, was entertained 
by those who opposed these resolutions. He con- 
tended that the proceeds of the public lands, if the 
lands were properly in market, would bring five or 
six millions of dollars annually; which would en- 
able the States to pay the interest of their debts. 

Mr. WALKER interposed to say that the 
President of the United States had made every pos- 
sible effort to bring such lands as were ready into 
market this very year; yet they would not yield 
one million of dollars. 

Mr. MERRICK contended that, on the contrary, 
by the operation of the pre-emption laws, the lands 
were kept out of market. 

Mr, LINN asked if there had not always been 
pre-emption laws, and was not the proportion of 
pre-emption rights as large formerly as now? 

Mr. MERRICK stili contended that the opera: 
tion of these laws was to keep the lands out of 
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market, and that they differed from old pre-emp- 
tion rights, when lands were sold on a credit. 
Now, he maintained, where specie is required for 
lands, those holding under pre-emption rights have 
as legal a claim as if they had their patents, pro- 
vided they paid their dollar anda quarter per acre 
when the lands came into market; but they man- 
aged, by petitions and applications to the Execa- 
tive, to keep the lands out of market, whereby 
they obtained an untimited credit. These pre- 
emptioners are, in most instances, voters; and he 
contended shat it was a most dangerous influence, 
which might (he would not say that it did) be of 
mos! pernicious consequences. 

After a very elaborate expression of his views 
on the various topics involved in the discussion, he 
concluded by offering the following amendments: 

Resolved, That most wisely did the fathers of the Republic 


in establishing the Constitution of the United Btates, so frame 
that sacred instrument that it should be plain, easily under- 
stood, and intelligible to all upon whotn it Was to Operate as a 
rule of action; and thatit is not competent for any department 
of the Government established by it to enlarge or contract its 


true meaning, of which the citizensare, and of necessity must 
be, in the last resort, the exclusive judges. 

Resolved, That it is no part of the assigned duty of the Sen- 
ate of the United States to expound the Constitution to the 
people; and every such attempt isa departure from its appro- 
priate sphere of action, and arguesa distrust in the capacity 
of the people for self-government, unwarranted alike by our 
past pmneny and the present enlightened state of the public 
mind, 

Reso!lved, That whilst it is no part of the duty of the Senate 
of the United States to expound the Constitution for the people, 
it is its most solemn duty to exercise the power intrusted to it 
by that instrument, in the true spirit, and according to the na- 
ture of the trust, for the promotion of the happiness and wel- 
fare of the people. 

Resolved, therefore, That the happiness of the people now 
requiring it, and full power over the subject being given to 
Congress, provision should be made, without further delay, for 
the fair and equal distribution, among all the States, of the pro. 
ceeds of the public lands, in such manner as will best tend to 
remove or alleviate the evils of direct taxation under which 
the people of some of the States are now suffering, and which 
threaten soon inevitably to be visited upon other States, 


Mr. ALLEN begged leave to ask the Senator 
from Maryland one question: it was, whether the sort 
of distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
which he meant, did not involve the proposition to 
issue the stock of the General Government for 
those proceeds? 

Mr. MERRICK said his proposition was to dis- 
tribute to the States the proceeds of the public 
lands. He did not want gentlemen to make any 
otherjissue for him. 

Mr. ALLEN asked if the Senator’s proposition 
camprehended the issue of Government stock, 

Mr. MERRICK said, no; he had nothing to do 
with the issue of stock. 

Mr. McDUFFIE asked the Senator from Mary- 
land to suspend his motion to amend, till be (Mr. 
Mcl]).) made a correction as to the modification he 
had accepted. 

Mr. MERRICK suspended his motion to amend. 

Mr. McDUFFIE then withdrew his acceptance 
of the modification offered by the Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. Watxer.] 

Mr. WALKER withdrew his resolutions as an 
amendment- 

Mr. Merricx’s motion to strike out and amend 
being then renewed, 

Mr. ALLEN next addressed the Senate. He 
commenced by observing that nothing was more 
obvious than that there was a disposition to make 
the Federal Government responsible for the debts 
of the States. The word assumpiion was a definite 
mode of expression. It was a clear mode of avow- 
ing the object; and, therefore, the suspicion of the 
thing was to be avoided, by avoiding the term. The 
public lands—the measure of «listributing their pro- 

* ceeds—was held up as a blind, behind which the 
principle of assamption was concealed, The in- 
come of the public lands was spread before the peo- 
ple as a fund which could be used to relieve them 
trom difficulty; when it was taxation alone—the use 
of the taxing power of the Federal Government— 
which could be resorted to, in order to afford relief. 
The first step in the system of relief, he maintained, 
was oppression. The grievance under which the 
country now labored, was taxation to excess upon 
the people, in order to meet the cutstanding debts 
now due by the States. In order to relieve the peo- 
ple, asysiem was proposed, the first act of which is 
to iperease the very burdens of taxation under 
which the people now groan ! 
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Let us (said Mr. A.) analyze this thing which 
bows down the beads, and hangs so heavily and so 
grievously upon the hearts of the people. What is 
1? Debt—debt. What are the items composing that 
debt?. These are six in number, and I shall name 
themfin their order: 

First. The indebiedness of individuals to indi- 
viduals. 

Second. The indebtedness of private corporations. 

Third. The indebtedness of chariered cities and 
towns. 

Fourth. The indebtedness of counties. 

Fifth. The indebtedness of the States. 

Sixth. The indebtedness of the Federal Govern- 
ment itself. 

These, sir, are the six elements which enter into 
and make up the sum of indebtedness under which 
the people now suffer, Congress has taken the 
matier in its own hands, as regards the first class 
of debts, by means of the bankrupt law. Not 
daring to put i's hands into the pockets of the pre- 
ple, and absolutely take away their money, it pass- 
ed the bankrupt law, which, by one great stroke, 
repudiated the great body of the first description of 
debts—those between man and man. Itis now 
proposed that Congress shall take charge of the re- 
maining five items. The same reason which is 
urged in favor of assuming the S:ate debts, is still 
betier for the assumption of city and county debts. 
These city and county debts were all contracted 
under express a:ithority given by express acts of 
the States—al! of them authorized by special acts 
of the State Legislatures. They were nearly all 
contracted for public benefit—to build public edi- 
fices, construct roads, and pave the streets of towns. 
How would assumption work? The State debts 
would be assumed first, and the States would then be- 
come {ree from debt. But what would become of 
the county debts? Would the assumption of State 
debts relieve them? 


He knew how it was in Ohio, and he presumed 
it was so in other States: nearly every town and 
county had its debt. Let us see how the system 
would work. Would an assumption of State debts 
relieve the cities? Certainly net. What, then, 
would be the next proposition? The counties 
would be applied ‘o, to assume the debts of the 
cities. What would the people of a county say, 
if application was made to their commissioners to 
assume the debis of the city within the borders of 
the county? He would put it to the people of his 
own county of Ross, in the State of Ohio, to say 
whether they would be willing to asseme the debt 
of the city of Chillicothe? That county, like many 
others, was in debt. He spoke of his own State, 
in illustrating the positions he had maintained, be- 
cause he was more familiar with its localities, and 
the facts connecied with them. He would ask the 
people of that great State what they would think 
if they were called on to pay the debts of the 
counties? 

But to proceed with his argument. What would 
be the first proposition after the assumption of the 
State debts? The position of the Siates would be 
that of freedom from debt, whilst the cities and 
counties s'ill remained involved. The States 
would, of course, be called on to assume the city 
and county debts. And why? Because, the States 
having assumed these debis, it would be easy to 
roll them all off on the yielding back of the Gen- 
eral Government. The sponging and repudiation 
of debts would become common, and obligations 
between man and man no longer be held sacred. 
The other five items of debt to which he referred 
would be concentrated in one vast pile, and paced 
on the treasury of the Union. 

But, he continued, what would the people gain 
by these operations?) Their situation would be the 
same as that of two Yankees who shut themselves 
up in a room to trade coa's: after trading all day 
with each other, they both contended that they had 
made $25 apiece. What would the people gain? 
Simply a change of the form of taxation. They 
would merely be giving the General Government 
the power to put its hands into their pockets. 
Would the scheme diminish their debts? What 
was the Federal Government?—anything else than 
the mere breath of the States and the people which 
created it? What, he repeated, was this Govern- 
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men!, but the visible exisience of the people ia the 
States? Now, at this very moment, it is begging 
alms at the doors of the people, and crying aloud, 
“Feed me, or Il! die!” What next? This same 
Federal Government, the moment afterwards, telis 
the people of the States, “I will relieve you of 
your debts.” Hew? By going to their corn cribs, 
and taking a part of their crops and their labors, to 
pay their debis with it! 


The Senator from Maryland [Mr. Meraics] had 
alluded to what he said on a former occasion im re- 
lation to the ownership of the State stocks. What 
he had maintained was, that debt was burden- 
some to a country, according as its interest had to 
be paid at home or transmitted abroad. The for- 
eign debts of the States fell little short of $200,- 
000.000; and, including the corporation debits, the 
whole foreign debt of this country amounted to 
220 or $230,000,000. The heavy pressure in this 
country was caused by the fact that the interest on 
this immense debt had to be sent abroad—paid as 
a tribute to foreign nations, without anything in re- 
turn; and, therefore, equivalent to a destruction of 
so much property, and a subtraction of so much 
from the resources of the country. The Siate 
stocks were now valued at an average ra‘e of about 
50 cents in the dollar. Should the General Gov- 
ernment, therefore, assume the State debts, and 
thereby advance their stock to par, the British capi- 
talisis would clear $100,000,000 by the operation. 
It was in reference to this that he alluded to the fact 
that the stock was held by British bankers, and its 
assumption would result in their benefit. He in- 
voked Senators not to hold out to those bankers the 
delusion that this Government would ever assume 
and become responsib!e for the debts of the States, 
He did so for the reason that he did not wish to see 
$200,000,000 brought in to tamper with our elec- 
tions. Not that he supposed gentlemen here, in the 
Senate, desired any such thing; but because he knew 
that, in case any inducement was held out to ava- 
rice, and especially to English avarice, we should 
be prompting the holders of the State stocks to med- 
die with our elections—thus setting an example 
which would be dangerous, and which would bring 
about the same result here, as it ever had done in 
past republics. Other free States had been broken 
down by the in-coming of foreign influence; and 
he wanted no Macedonian Philip to pollute our 
soil. There was not an instance of a past repub- 
lic—except Rome, which fell by its own weight, 
when its centre became too weak—thathad not been 
destroyed by one of the parties existing within it, 
calling on foreignersto aid them. He defied any 
man to point out another instance of a republic 
which was not overthrown by the introduction of 
foreign influence. He thought it was the duty of 
Senators to stand up and resist the idea that we 
were ever to become responsible te foteign capital- 
ists for the debts of the States. If there should be 
any hope left for these foreigners to lean upon, he 
donbted not but that they would interfere, where 
such a profit was to be made. What would be the 
expenditure of $25,000,000 to them, in influencing 
our elections, if they could-thereby make $100,- 
000,000. The British made war upon the oldest 
Government in existence about the destruction of a 
ship-load of opium. Did any one suppose they 
would stand back when $200,000,000 were at stake? 
All the negotiations of England were nothing more 
than couniing-house speculations. As had been re- 
marked, her traffic was in empires. Money was 
the life of her system; for she could not do without 
it. The introduction of English money would be fol- 
lowed by the introduction of English power. That 
power she would always introduce wherever her 
intrigue or her powder could accomplish it. 


He might go on and show that the English Goy- 
ernment had a direct interest in exciting this ques- 
tion of assumption He could show the connexion 
of that question with other questions which had 
been settled, and some which ought to have been 
settled, between this country and England. But he 
knew that it was late in the session, and he only 
threw out these suggestions in relation to the extent 
of the city and county debts, m order that, in con- 
sidering the proposition of assumption, the people 
might look upon the darkness of the chasm which 
was before them. 


me 


Mr. WALKER said he desired to 
try right upon one question, and th 
brought this matter to the conside 
Senate? Mr. W. then read one of 
presented to the Senate, requesting 
issue a args stock of two hundred millions 
dollars, and distribute it among the States to « 
an interest of three per cent.; the petitioners 8 
ting that the indebted Siates could exchange ti 
three per cent. for their own stocks, begrip 
six per cent. interest. No one, then, (said Mr, W t 
could now deny that the question of assum ic 
was before us, brought here by petitioners > 
ing that assumption, and to which we wer 
to make a response in the affirmative or negative: 
and to refuse to do so, is to shrink from the respon’ 
sibility of the great occasion, and encourage, by ou 
silence, the advocates of assumption to persevere 
until their objects were accomplished. Under 
these circumstances, (Mr. W. said,) it was our dut 
to announce our opinions upon these petiii: Ns; and 
if we had no power to make the assumption, we 
were bound to make the declaration, and dispel all 
delusive hopes on this subject. 


Mr. W. said he thought it our duty to g0 far. 

ther, and announce to the British and other holder, 
of these bonds, that Congress had no power to qs. 
sume their paymens; that any such law—this be; 
a Government of powers limited by the Constity. 
tion—would be a palpable violation of that instr. 
ment, and, therefore, utterly null and void; and 
that it would be the solemn duty of every friend of 
the Constitution to restere its supremacy by the 
total repeal of the obnoxious statute. Let us ac 
fairly, announce these opinions in advance; and 
inform these foreign bondholders that assumption 
would be a blow most fatal to their interests; tha 
no such power exists under the Constitution, and 
Congress can interpolate no such authority. 

And, sir, what would be the effect, if this Goy. 
ernment could and would assume this debt?—a dehy 
of two hundred millions, an annual interest of siz 
millions, and at least four millions more as a sink. 
ing fund, if we ever intend to pay the principal. A 
burden of ten millions per annum was to be im. 
posed on this Government, that already has a deb: 
of twenty-eight millions, now threatening a rapid 
augmentation. This, then, is a proposition to 
bankrupt, and, by bankrupting, to destroy this Gov. 
ernment; it is a proposition to despoil it of the 
means of defence—to deprive it of the sinews of 
war—by taking away its revenuesas a pledge to 
foreign stockholders. How can we defend the 
country if, with a heavy debt now, and a revenue 
already inadequate, we are to apply six or ten mil- 
lions per annum in payment of State debts? Itisa 
proposition to abandon the Constitution, and sub- 
vert the Government; it is a proposition to disman- 
tle our forts, to spike our cannon, to disband ow 
army, and to sink our navy, to recall our fleets, and 
strike down that flag which they now bear in tr 
umph uponevery sea. Yes, sir; this is a proposi- 
tion to overthrow the Constitution, and strike down 
from its ramparts the flag of the Union; and, whilst 
that flag was still floating in our view, let us an- 
nounce to assumptionists at home and abroad, that 
this flag shall be defended to the last extremity; 
and thal, if the friends of assumption should strike 
down that flag, we will never abandon the coniest 
until it shall be recaptured, and placed again in tri- 
umph upon the ramparts of the Constitution. 


Mr. TALLMADGE moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays 
on that motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he was about,to rise '0 
make the same motion, with the view to enable 
him to submit the motion which he gave notice on 
Friday last of his intention to submit this day—0 
proceed to the consideration of the bankrupt bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested whether it would 
not be agreeable to the Senator from Georgia 
postpone his purpose till to-morrow. 

Mr. BERRIEN desired to say that either course 
would be perfectly acceptable to him. All that be 
desired was to submit the motion of which he bad 
given notice. 


Mr. ARCHER suggested the propriety of post 
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“norrew, with a view of disposing of the ques- 

~~ before the Senate. 
I HUNTINGTON hoped the Senator from 

New York would persist in his motion. Upon the 

arse of proceeding on this subject, they had a 
ea | commentary on the suggestion the other 
to permit this question to be taken without de- 
of ey had already consumed the best part of 
ibree days in this discussion. He then avowed 
his astonishment at the remarks of the Senator 
om South Carolina, (Mr. McDurrie]—expressing 
ihe opinion that there was no legal obligation, on 
the part of this Government, to carry out an act of 
Congress plighting its faith to any object, passed by 
s temporary majority, which a succeeding Con- 
gress, 1D its opinion, might think unconstitutional. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said ke would not make 
any remarks in reply to the suggestion thrown out 
3st0 a postponement, because he submitted the 
motion to lay on the table, for the purpose of con- 
cluding the debate, and putting an end to the whole 
gestion for the session. 

The question was then taken on the motion to lay 
on the table, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
94, nays 23, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Chvate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Smith a Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 

idge—24. 
eye Meee. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McDuffie, McRoberts, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young— 


Mr. WALKER then submitted the following 
yesolgtions, with the view that they be printed, and 
Jaid on the table till to-morrow, viz: 


Resolved, That the assumption of the debts of the States, 
contracted by them separately, and for local purposes, would be 
a palpable violation of the Constitution of the United States, 
aconaolidation of all power ion the Federal Government, anda 
final and total overthrow of the safety of the States. 

Resolved, That Congress having no power to assume such 
debts, any act attempting such assumption would be utterly 
null and void; thatit would not be obligatory upon the States, 
nor could the people of the States be lawfully required by Con- 
reas to pay the debt so assumed; nor could any taxes imposed 
fy them forsuch purposes be collected; and it would be the 
duty of a succeeding Congress to restore the supremacy of the 
Constitution, by the entire repeal of the act of assumption. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN was understood to makea 
question of order whether the resolutions could be 
then received. 

The CHAIR remarked that it was in order to re- 
ceive them, but they would have to lay on tke ta- 
ble till to-morrow. 

Mr. TALLMADGE inquired whether it was 
then competent to submit a fesolution to lay the 
resolutions on the table at that time. 

The CHAIR replied that the resolutions were al- 
ready on the table till to-morrow. 

Mr. LINN then called for the unfinished busi- 
ness of Saturday; being the bill to indemnify Major 
General Andrew Jackson the fine imposed on him 
for conduct in the discharge of his official duty. 


THE ARMY BILL. 

Mr. EVANS, before proceeding to that business, 
hoped the Senate would take up the army bill, 
which had been returned, with an amendment, dis- 
agreeing to the amendment of the Senate, allowing 
the Secretary of War to appoint ten cadets from 
the country at large, one of them to be from the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. LINN said he would withdraw his motion 
for that purpose, and no other. 

Mr. BERRIEN desired merely to say that, to 
redeem his pledge to the Senate in relation to the 
bankrupt bill, he would resist the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri; because it was the general 
understanding that the bill to repeal the law would 
be taken up to-day. 

The motion to take up the army bill was then 
agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that the amendment to 
which the House had disagreed, relative to the ap- 
pointment of 10 cadets of the country at large, had, 
aftera short discussion, met with the unanimous con- 
currence of the Senate. The probability was, that 
the matter could be arranged by a committee of 
conference; he therefore hoped that the Senate would 
insist On its amendment, with the view of having a 
committee of conference. 

Mr. SEVIER said, if he understood the matter, 
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that now there was more than afull number of 
cadets there. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that the corps was not 
full; and he believed that there were no more there 
than this bill would admit of. 

Mr. GRAHAM said he would much prefer that 
the Senate should recede. It was a very small 
matter for which to jeopard the bill. He made the 
motion to recede from the amendment of the Sen- 
ate. The question was first puton the motion to 
insist, and negatived—yeas 19, nays 20. The 
motion to recede was then agreed to. 

The joint resolution of the Senate for the distri- 
bution of certain copies of the census returns, and 
the Compendium of the Sixth Census, which had 
been returned from the House with an amendment, 
was taken up; and 

Mr. TAPPAN moved that the Senate concur in 
the amendment. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE explained that the amend- 
ment of the House had been made in consequence 
of some information received from the State De- 
partment since the passage of the resolution by the 
Senate, 

Mr. KING remarked that this resolution au- 
thorized the distribution of those books to all such 
as received congressional documents. Members cf 
Congress were entitled to receive congressional doc- 
uments. He inquired whether, thatbeing the case, 
members of Congress were not, by the terms of the 
resolution, entitled to receive copies of the work. 
They were new burdened with more copies than 
were necessary. 

Mr. MOREHEAD replied that such was not 
the intention of the resolution, nor did he think the 
language of the resolution justified such an inter- 
pretation. 

The amendment of the House was then con- 
curred in. 

The bill granting a pension to William Mc- 
Pherson was read the third time and passed. 

Several bills of the House were then read twice, 
and referred to appropriate committees. 

Mr. GRAHAM said, since the recession of the 
Senate frem the amendment relative to the ten ca- 
dets to be appointed from the country at large, he 
had been impressed with the belief that it was a 
matter of more importance than he first conceived 
ittobe. He, therefore, moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the Senate receded. 


Mr. ARCHER then made some remarks. He 
said that the bill reduced the whole number of ca- 
dets to the reduced number of the congressional dis- 
tricts in the United States under the new apportion- 
ment. In the propriety of that, he concurred en- 
tirely. The number had been reduced from 260 to 
226. He did not think that the ten which the pow- 
er was proposed to be given to the Secretary of 
War to appoint from the country generally, was 
too great a number to enable that officer occasion- 
ally to appoint the meritorious orphan sons of mili- 
tary and naval heroes. 

Mr. SEVIER did not think it was worth while to 
reconsider the vote, as the provision would last but 
one year. 

Mr. EVANS replied that the Senator was mis- 
taken; the provision would last until it was repeal- 
ed. It would take a new law to repeal it. 

The question was then put on the motion to re- 
consider, and carried in the affirmative; and 

The question recurring on the motion that the 
Senate do insist on its amendment, it was put and 
carried in the affirmative—ayes 23, noes not 
counted. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, a committee of con- 
ference on the bill was appointed by the Chair. 

Mr. LINN moved to proceed to the considera- 
tion of the unfinished business; being the bill for 1n- 
demnifying General Jackson. 

Mr. BERRIEN conceived this day had been set 
apart for entertaining his motion to proceed with 
the consideration of the bill concerning the bankrupt 
law. 

Mr. LINN thought two hours would suffice to 
dispose of the bill to indemnify General Jackson. 
He thought it would be best to finish one business 
first. 

Mr. BERRIEN wished to make good his promise 
of calling for the consideration of the bankrupt 





quesiion. He therefore did so; and hoped the S+n- 
ate would consent to take ap that subject. He 
therefore made his promised motion to that ef- 
fect. 

Mr. LINN called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. BERRIEN’s 
motion to postpone all previous orders, and take up 
the bill for the repeal of the bankrupt act, with the 
amendments reported by the Committtee on the 
Judiciary; and resulted in the negative—yeas 20, 
nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, 
Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Graham, Huntington, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, White, 
Wilcox, Williams, and Young—20, 

NAYS—Messers. Allen, Bagby, Bates, Benton, Calhoun, 
Choaie, Conrad, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Henderson, King, 


Linn, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connacticut, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbridge, and Woodbury —22. 


GENERAL JACKSON'S FINE. 


Mr. Linn’s motion to preceed with the unfin- 
ished business then brought up his bill to indem- 
nify Major General Andrew Jackson for damage 
sustained in the discharge of his official duty. 

It was placed under consideration as in commit- 
tee of the whole; the question pending being on the 
amendment proposed by the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to strike out the original bill and insert: 

That, in consideration of the distinguished military services 
of Major General Andrew Jackson in the defence of the city of 
New Orleans, and of the desire expressed by sundry citizens 
and Legislatures of this Union, in divers petitions and legisla- 
tive resolutions submitted to the Congress of the United States, 
the fine of one thousand dollars imposed upon Major General 
Andrew Jackson by the honorable Dominic A. Hall, be, and 
the same is hereby, restored; and that the Secretary of the 
Treasury be directed to pay to Major General Andrew Jackson 
the said sum of one thousand dollars, with interest at six per 
cent. thereon, from the day of its payment by him, out of any 
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 

The Judiciary Committee also proposed to 
change the title of the bill to that of “A bill for the 
relief of Major General Andrew Jackson.” 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticu!, being entitled to 
the floor, proceeded at considerable length, and 
with great force of argument, to show that General 
Jackson’s necessity for declaring martial law at 
New Orleans was an imperative duty, which 
formed a law in itself, the obligation of which had 
a priority in the natural rights of self-defence, para- 
mount to all written laws and constitutions. He 
argued that this natural law of self-defence belong- 
ed toa community as well as to an individual; and 
that General Jackson, the admitted military com- 
mander for the defence of the country, was the or- 
gan of the community, bound to carry out the self- 
defence of the country according to the same nata- 
tal rights which belonged to an individual. 

The invasion of a foreign nation, and the pres- 
ence of foreign troops, constituted the antagonist 
principle of aggression, which made it his duty to 
resort to every weapon of self-defence in his power. 
It was the territory, property, and liberties of the 
people, the creators of the Constitution and the 
laws, which were at stake and in peril; and his duty 
to preserve and defend them was necessarily due to 
the first cause, from which only they emanated. 
In preserving the territory, property, and liberty of 
the community, he best preserved the Constitution 
and laws, although for the moment necessarily 
compelled to suspend their operations. That he 
had done his ¢uty nobly and well, was evinced by 
the universal approbation of a grateful people. To 
restore him, then, this fine, so unjustly imposed, 
was but asimple act of justice. These positions 
Mr. 8. maintained with great ability, and concluded 
by exhorting the Senate to pass the original bill, 
without appending to it any qualification. 

Mr. DAYTON moved an adjournment. 

Mr. LINN hoped not. He merely wished to 
advance the bill this evening. Senators who 
wished to speak would have full opporiunity on 
the third reading. If, however, the Senator pressed 
bis motion to adjourn, he should call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and taken; and 
the Senate refused to adjourn—yeas 17, nays 26. 

The quesiion then came upon the amendment 
of the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained the reasons which had 
induced the committee to propose the amendments 
they had recommended. Their principal object 
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was to admit of a unanimous vote, by such a 
modification of phraseology as would carefully 
avoid expressing or imputing any reflection upon 
either the General or the Judge. He contended 
that the inferences drawn by the friends of Gen- 


eral Jackson, from the wording of these amend- | 


ments, were not justified by their meaning. That, 


in the first place, the true meaning of the pro- | 


posed change in the title, “for the relief of Major 
General Andrew Jackson,” was to relieve him, 
not by a gratuity, butirom the effects of a judg- 
ment of the court pronounced against him; which 
judgment he and his friends view as a grievance. 
And, in the substitute for the bill offered, the mo- 
tives stated for restoring the money were three—not 
asa remuneration for his military services, but 
in consideration of three things—bhis services, the 
popular wish, and the express desire of several of 
the State Legislatures, These were honorable 
motives, and should be viewed as such. Having 
made his explanations at large, he left the matter 
in the hands of the Senate. 

Mr. LINN replied, and showed that, in framing 
the title of the original bill, he had merely followed 
the precedents which he found in the titles ef 
other bills for the relief of officers under similar 
circumstances. He referred to, and quoted, the pe- 
tition of Lieutenant Wells, and the report of the 
Committee of the House on his case; also, to the 
case of Lieut Stopton. He then adverted to the con- 
dition of things at New Orleans, where the occur- 
rence took place, which led to this collision be- 
tween General Jackson and Judge Hall; and 
asked which was responsible for the safety 
and preservation of the country. The Judge 
had fled his post of duty at the critical mo- 
ment when it called for his presence and support 
against a foreign enemy, and did not return to it till 
the critical moment when his interference was cal- 


culated to do most mischief. The moment was too | 


critical for the responsibility to be thrown off by 
the commanding general, while an enemy was yet 
at hand, threatening conquest, plunder, and devas- 
tation. But he (Mr. L.) did not mean to pro- 
long the discussion; he merely wished the bill to 


be advanced to a third reading this evening, and | 


hoped the amendments of the Judiciary Committee 
would be rejected 

Mr. ARCHER thought, as the Senator bad ex- 
pressed a desire to avoid any expression of opinion 


against the Judge, he could have no objection to | 


the amendments. 


Mr. LINN had very serious objections to them. 
As to the title, neither General Jackson nor his 
friends demanded any ‘‘reli: f” for him. What 
they wanted was the same measure of justice ex- 
tended to cther officers. 


Jankson’s services in any shape or form. 
Mr. ARCHER explained why he did not regard 
the matter in the same light with the Senator. 


Mr. HENDERSON preferred the original bill | 


to the amendment. A very slight modification of 


one or two expressions would satisfy him with | 
the original bill, and induce him to give it his | 
support. One was, to modify the title so as to make | 
ita bill to “reimburse” Major General Andrew | 


Jackson, &c.; and another modification in one or 
two words in the body of the bill. 


Mr. DAYTON expressed his desire to saya | 


few words on the subject; and to afford an oppor- 
tunity for that purpose, moved*an adjournment. 


The yeas and nays were called for and ordered, || 


and the Sonate refused to adjourn—yeas 19, nays 
25. 


The yeas and nays on the committee’s amend- | 


ments were then called for, and ordered. 


Mr. CONRAD addressed the Senate with the | 
view of explaining, first, that his opinions had un- | 


dergone no change since last summer; on the con- 


trary, they had been strengihened by subsequent | 
facts and circumstances. 
Another point of explanation was in reference to | 


investigation into the 


Genera! Jackson’s letter to the Editor of the Globe, 
in which be (Mr. C.) bad been placed in the posi- 
tion of misrepresenting a fact, that Lovallier bad 
been tried by court-martial. for a libel. He had 
since cleared up these points, by calling for a copy 





And as to the amendment | 
to the bedy of the bill, he could not consent to the | 
repayment being placed on the grounds of General | 
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of we record of the court-martial, in which it ap- 
peared that one of the charges before the court- 
martial against Louallier was that of writing and 
publishing a libel to incite sedition and mutiny. 
He did not make this statement as a charge against 
General Jackson, but to show that, at his age, he 
could not rely on his memory. There had, in his 
opinion, been no inconsiderable advan'age gained 
by the discussion of this subject. The authentic 
records both of the proceedi»gs of the court and of 
the court-martial! had been placed in the archives 
of Coneress, and would remain to do jastice to all 
patties concerned in them. 


Mr. BUCHANAN had very few words to say. 
It was with great reluctance he had twice voted 
against an adjournment, while the Senator from 
New Jersey [Mr. Dayvron] desired to address the 
Senate upon this question. He should not have 
done so, but for his perfect knowledge, that no mat- 
ter how the question might be decided to-night, that 
gentleman would kave precisely the same opportu- 
nity to-morrow; and everything he had to say would 
be as relevant then as today. His desire was, af- 
ter having spent so much time upon this bill—!ook- 
ing at the list of orders, and considering that there 
were but ten days yet to elapse, to allow the bill to 
advance one stage, at least, before they adjourned. 
Suppose the amendment of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee be adopted: the friends of the bill would then 
oppose its passage? Suppose it were nega- 
tivec: the question would come up on the third 
reading of the bill, and gentlemen wovld then have 
an opportunity of addressing the Senate? He had 
no disposition to curtail debate; far from it. 
He voted as he did, only because he knew it would 
not deprive the gentleman from New Jersey of any 
privilege. He had not taken up much time in de- 
bating this session; and he felt himself constrained 
to say that every moment ought now to be devoted 
to finish the business upon the calendar. He 
hoped, therefore, the vote would now be taken. 


Mr. DAYTON said bis desire was to address 
the Senate on the subject of the amendments; but 
if the vote conld be taken now, he would waive his 
claim to the floor. 


Mr. GRAHAM said he was always willing to 
vote for the indemnity in such form as would leave 
untouched the question of fact whether it was a 
matter of duty with General Jackson to declare 
martial law. He, therefore, in accordance with 
that wish, proposed to amend the original text of 
the bill. He proposed to adopt ij, with a slight 
modicfiation. He wonld not do anything to im- 
peach the character of Genera! Jackson, and, at 
the same time, nothing that would cast an imputa- 
tion on Judge Ha!! for his conduct on the occasion 
alluded to. He proposed ('o avoid censure or im- 
putation to either party) to strike from the original 
bill the words “for official acts in that capacity,” 
and to insert the words “an alleged contempt of 
cour!;” so as to make it a bill to indemnify the 
fine of $1000, for an alleged contempt of court. 
He proposed also, at the proper time, to amend the 
litle so asto make itread, “A bill to indemnify 
Major General Andrew Jackson;” which, it ap- 
peared to him, must be acceptable to all sides 
of the Senate. He then submitted the amendment 
to strike out the words “official acts in that ca- 
pacity” from the original bill, and insert the words 
‘an alleged contempt of court.” If the amend- 


ment prevailed, he woud vote against striking out, | 


es proposed by the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. ARCHER inquired whether he understood 
the Chair to give the decision that the first question 
did not arise onthe amendments proposed by the 
Judiciary Committee? 

The CHAIR replied that it was competent to 
make the origina! bill, proposed to be stricken out, 
as perfect as possible before the question was taken 
on the motion to strike out. 

Mr. CONRAD was under the impression jhat 
when a report was made from a committee, pro- 
posing to amend a biil, the usage of the Senate had 
been to first take the question on the amendments 
of the committee. 

The CHAIR said the Senator was mistaken as 
to the usages of the body, and explained how it 
was competent (o amend the original bill; but if 


there was any doubt on the subject, he w 
to have the opinion of the ig Ould ik 

Mr. ARCHER said he would like to hay. the 
opinion of the older members of that body as 10 the 
usages of the Senate. 

Mr. KING said there was no necessity for 
king the sense of the Senate upon the matter. 
the report of the committee was in favor of str; 
out the whole bill, and to insert, it was ecmpey 
for the Senate to amend and perfect both the p, 
proposed to be stricken out, and that which Was 
proposed to be inserted. Such was not only the 
usage of the Senate, but such was the parliamen,, 
ary law apon the subject. 

Tie question was then taken on the amendmen, 
of Mr. GranaM, and agreed to. 

Mr. GRAHAM then said that when the questio, 
came up on the title, he would move to amen ; 
by inserting the words he had indicated for the 
words of the original title—that was, to insert jhe 
words “A billto indemnity Major General Andrey 
Jackson.” 

The question then recurred on the amendment of 
the committee—being the substitute (as insertes 
above) for the original bill ; which question was 
taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the ney. 
ative—yeas 16, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messre: Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Me. 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, and Smith of Indiana—16, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Choate, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Ki 
Linn, McDuffie, McRoberts, Mangum, Rives, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—27. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to strike out the origina! 
bill, and to substitute in its stead the bill which was 
voted down in the Senate at the last session, x 
follows: “That there be remitted and refunded w 
General Andrew Jackson, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated, the amount of 
a fine and costs imposed upon him by the district 
court.of the United States for the district of Louis 
iana, for an alleged contempt of court, with inter 
est at the rate of six per centum per annom; pro 
vided always that this act sha}l not be construed as 
an expression of the opinion of Congress upon any 
judicial proceeding or legal question growing out 
of the declaration of martial law by General Jack 
son during the defence of New Orleans.” 

Mr. LINN demanded the yeas and nays on the 
amendment proposed; which were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD said he would vote now against 
the amendment, as ke intended to vote against a 
bill in any form for the restoration of the fine. 

The question was then taixen, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 17, nays 26, as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Hunting 
ton, a Miller, Morehead, Phelps, and Smith of Inds 
me NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, Buchanay, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Ling, 
McDuffie, McRoberts, Mangum, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Cov 
necticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woo 
bury, Wright, and Young—26. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendments of the committee of the whole 
were concurred in; and the question now being, 
Shall the bill be engrossed for a third reading? 

Mr. LINN demanded the yeas and nays; whict 
were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD now wished to set himself right 
as to the vote he should give. Last session, whet 
he proposed the substitute which was adopted fot 
the original bill, be did so from a conciliatory atl 
kind motive. Fle wished the fine to be restored, 
but he also wished, in doing it, to avoid any imp 
tation on the Judge; and, to effect this, he had 9 
shaped his amendment as to leave that point Ut 
touched. Some time after, a letter was publis 
from General Jackson, in which this kind and col: 
ciliatory motive was spoken of in anything bula 
reciprocal spirit. 

e (Mr. B.) could not, therefore, vote for at 
newal of that attempt, because it would be sill 
viewed in the same light by General Jackson; 
he had no wish to press anything not acceptable 
him. But, ashe could not have the bill modified 
so as to be approved by his judgment, he certat 
could rot vote for it ina shape in whieh he ¢ 
ceived it did not fully and justly present the ci 
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ld like was therefore constrained to vote in the nega- 
jive on all the propositions. 
AVC the Mr. ARCHER suggested to the Senator from 
5 (0 the I yissouri [Mr. Linn] to withdraw the call for the 
eas and DAYS, and let the vote on the subject of 
for y pill be taken without. He thought it would 
let, Ic MB gpswer the purpose of that Senator as well to have 
striking MMB jhe yeas and nays taken on the passage of the 
npetent ill. 3 : 
he par es LINN yielded to the suggestion; and the 
ch was MME yi] was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ny the ing in the following form: 
Amen}. : ted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
Pe Gaited totes of America in Congress assembled, 
nd 4 the proper accounting officers of the Treasury Depart- 
Ment tbe, and they are hereby, directed toascertain the amount 
{the penalty or damages awarded by the district judge of the 
DeStio United States at New Orleans, in the year eighteen hundred and 
a against Major General Andrew Jackson, then command. 
mend jt hief of that district, for an alleged contempt of court, 
for the id by him at that time; and that the sum so paid, with 
ert the jgterest at six per Cent. per annum, be paid to Major General 
ind Andrew Jackson, out of any moneys in the treasury not other- 
Dérew wise appropriated. 
On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, 
ment of The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 20, 1843. 


Mr. DODGE of Iowa presented a joint resolu- 
tion of the Legislative Assembly of Iowa Terri- 
riiory, praying for the establishment of a mail route 


he beg. 


Clayton, 
on, Mer. 
~16, 


uch: . . 
a, King from Keokuck to the town of Farmington, in Van 
vil Buren coanty; and one from Keokuck, via Win- 


chester, in Van Buren county, to Fairfield, in 
Jefferson county. 


mi Also, to have the mail carried by water in 
la steamboats) from the city of St. Louis to Keokuck 


during the navigable seasons of the year. 
Also, two petitions praying for the establishment 
of a mail route from Fairfield, via Glasgow, to 


ded 
yin the 


Soe Mount Pleasant. 
L a Also, a joint resolution from the Legislative As- 
ier sembly of Iowa, praying for an appropriation to 


defray the expenses of holding treaties with the 
Pottawatomies, Ottawas, and other Indians, for the 
extinguishment of their title to lands in Iowa Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. HUBARD offered the petition of Mary 
Crafton for a pension under the act of July 7, 
1838. Also, the petition of Mary Gafford for a 
pension under the same act; both of which, under 
the late rule of the House of Representatives, were 
appropriately referred. 

Mr. GUSTINE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing James 
Hote on the pension roll, and that the accompanying papers 
be referred to said committee. 


Mr. GUSTLNE presented the following resolu- 
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chana,fme tions of the Legislature of the State of Pennsyl- 

) Lino vania: 

of Cons 

Wood: Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, That our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress be requested to use their exer- 

enale, tions 10 revive, at their present session, the law passed by Con- 

whole o~ in eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, granting a pension, 

: or five years, to the widows of officers and soldiers of the revo- 
being, lutionary war. 


7 


Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward to 


which each House of Congress a copy of the above resolution as soon 
as convenient after the passage thereof. 

right Mr. GUSTINE said: Mr. Speaker, if there is 

che one legislative proposition more than another that 

od fr would induce me to break the silence which I have 


hitherto observed withia this hall, it would be to 


y and ask the members of this House to accede to the 


~* measure proposed by the resolution sent to your 
i 0 desk. It is a measure, Mr. Speaker, which the 


feelings of honor, philanthropy, patriotism, hu- 
manity, and all the better feelings that inherit the 
human breast, call upon us, as the guardians of 
the nation’s honor, to adopt. 

While we are daily appropriating millions to 
propagate and foster the aris and sciences, to 
increase the wealih, add to the powers, and extend 
the fame of the mightest Republic on earth, shall 
we withhold and refuse to appropriate a few thou- 
sand dollars to give a mere sustenance to the aged 
and feeble widows of those great men who erected 
the mighty fabric of our independence—whose la- 
bor compassed the liberties we this day enjoy— 
Whose blood purchased the privileges we are this 
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moment exercising? It cannot be, that the descend- 
ants of such men can remain indifferent to the 
tears and tremulous tones of the enfeebled wid- 
ows of these worthies of the Revolution. This will, 
unquestionably, be the last opportunity ever pre- 
sented to many of us to participate in thus bring- 
ing relief to objects the worthiest that the world 
ever presented to the consideration of a legislative 
body. Let us not separate without adopting measures 
necessary to carry out the object of the resolution 
offered. 

Mr. MATHIOT suggested that the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions kad reported a bill on 
the same subject; and he should be glad if the 
House would assign some particular day for its 
consideration. 

[Cries of ‘Move to take up the bill now,” from 
several. ] 

Mr. M. then moved that the Committee of the 
Whole be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill granting pensions to certain widows 
of revolutionary soldiers; and the motion having 
been agreed to, the bill was read in the House. The 
question being on its engrossment, 

Mr. MERIWETHER objected to taking the 
question now. 

Mr. MATHIOT moved the suspension of the 
rules, which was carried; and then—under the op- 
eration of the previous question—the bill, after 
being ordered to be engrossed, was read the third 
time, and passed. 


GENERAL JACKSON’S FINE. 


Mr. GWIN moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole; and gave notice 
that, if the motion prevailed, he would then move 
to take up the bill to refund the fine imposed on 
General Jackson. Mr. G. also cailed for the yeas 
and nays on his motion. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Speaker if this was 
not the regular day for the presentation of petitions? 
He had one that he wished to offer. 


The SPEAKER said that this was petition day; 
but the motion of the gentleman from Mississippi 
was in the nature of a suspension of the rules; 
and, if it prevailed, would override the regular or- 
ders. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Gwin’s 
motion, and decided in the aflirmative—yeas 114, 
nays 71. 

Mr. J. IRVIN, from the Commfiee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported a bill which was signed by the 
Speaker. 

Mr. ADAMS then rose and asked the consent 
of the House, before going into Committee of the 
Whole, to allow him to present a petition from 
51,863 citizens of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetis. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. I object. 

Several other gentlemen objected also. 

Mr. ALLEN rose and inquired if it did not re- 
quire a vote of two-thirds to go into Committee of 
the Whole, such a motion being in the nature of 
one for the suspension of the rules. [Loud cries 
of “Oh, that’s been long settled.’’] 


The SPEAKER replied that a suspension of the 
rules for any other purpose required a vote of two- 
thirds; but a motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole was an exception to thatrule, as settled by 
the practice of the House. 


Mr. ADAMS asked if it would be in order to 
move a suspension of the rules; his object being 
understood to be to get an opportunity to present 
the petition to which he had before alluded. 

The SPEAKER replied that such a motion was 
not in order, inasmuch as the rules stood suspend- 
ed by a voie of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS. Well, I hope I shall have an 
opportunity to present the petition in the course of 
the day—(loud cries of “Order, order,” from Mr. 
WISE and others)—for I do not wish the petition 
to remain here as a monument (--“of infamy,” 
scme gentleman remarked.) 

The petition to which the honorable gentleman 
referred, was placed on his desk, ona large wooden 
framework, and presented the appearance of a gi- 
ganlic reel, or a juvenile water-wheel; and it bore 
the following inscription: “ Great petition to Con- 


gress.” ‘ 
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The followirg is a copy: 


“T7'o the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America: 

The undersigned citizens of the State of Massachusetts, 
earnestly desiring to free the Commonwealth and them- 
selves from all connexion with domestic slavery, and 
to secure the citizens of the State from the danger of enslave- 
ment, respectfully pray your honorable body to pass such lawe, 
and to propose such amendments to the Constitution of the 
United, States as may forever separate the people of Masaa- 


| Chusetts from all connexion with slavery.’ 


As objections were made from all parts of the 
House, the petition was not presented. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Pick- 
ENs in thechair.) 

Mr. FILLMORE said he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to ask the House 
to take up “a bill to bring into the treasury certain 
moneys received by public officers, before it can 
be disbursed, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. BARNARD asked if it would bein order 
to move to amend the motion to go into Committee 
of the Whole, so as to move that the committee 
take up another bill. 

Mr. WISE also inquired if it wasin order to 
move to take up another bill? (Criesof ‘No, no, no.”’) 
He thought it was in order to make such a motion, 
though the question would be first pat on the mo- 
tion first made. 

The commitiee took up the bill designated by 
Mr. Fittmore. 

Mr. GWIN inquired if it was in order to move 
to lay aside that bill, for the purpose of taking up 
another. 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to decide in 
the negative. 

The Clerk then read the bill through all its see$ 
tions. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose, when the bill had been 
read through, and explained its object. In the 
first place, the bill proposed to enact that all moneys 
collected should be brought ipto the treasury, be- 
fore being paid out again to defray the expense 
of collection, so as toallow annual appropriations 
to be made by Congress for those expenses; thereby 
bringing those expenses annually before Congress. 
Another object was to compel the officers to give 
security for the moneys that come into their bands. 
And a further object was to impose penalties 
oo such officers as receive and do not pay these 
moneys over to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
He would only observe, further, that this bill had 
been prepared on consultation with the depart- 
ment, and so as to create no difficulty in the keep- 
ing of the accovnts; and it was reported with the 
unanimous consent of the committee. If, there- 
fore, this explanation was satisfactory, and there 
were no amendments offered, he would move that 
the bill be laid aside, and that the committee take 
up the bill to authorize the re-issue of treasury notes. 

Mr. GWIN moved that the committee take up 
the bill for the relief of Genera) Jackson. 

Some conversation followed between Mr. WM. 
COST JOHNSON and Mr. FILLMORE. and 
the Clerk then read the bill for the relief of Gene- 
ral Andrew Jackson. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY asked the committee to 
take up, and dispose of, a bill (which would lead 
to no debate) to test the practicability of an elee- 
iro-magnetic telegraph in the United States. [Cries 
of “No, no.”’} 

The CHAIRMAN then put the question on Mr. 
Gwin’s motion; and Messrs. Gwin and Linn were 
appointed teliers, who reported ayes 77, noes 91. 

So the committee refused to take up the bill to 
refund Genera) Jackson’s fine. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee 
take up the bill for the re-issue of treasury notes 
now outstanding. 

Mr. ADAMS expressed a desire to have the 
committee take up the bills for the establish- 
ment of commercial intercourse with China, and 
with the Sandwich Islands, 

Mr. FILLMORE said be could not yield his 
motion, anxious as he was tiiat the bills referred 
to by the gentleman [Mr. Apams] should be passed. 

TREASURY NOTES AND LOANS. 
The motion to take up the bill authorizing a 


re-issue of treasury notes was carried, and the 
bill taken up and read. 


city cates aia 
i és 2 7 on + 


Oat 
See 


ee 


Ye at 


¢ bids. 5, 








vee eee 


Pee eG ee wa 


7. 


oe aay 


f ois / aS a ie ee 
PORE TPE Rane Oo aoe eS a a 
. * eS wes 
“. a: 


ars 3 


QE SLY LLY NT A, PE 


BS 


eo 
* 


| 
ot 


ous = 


Mr. BARNARD rose to offer an amendment to 
the bill—in substance, the same as that which he 
had offered as a substitute for the exchequer bill 
introduced by the gentleman from Massachusetis, 
(Mr. Cusmnv.] 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to a question of order. 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be in or- 
der, as it was not an original bill, but only an 
amendment to another bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had supposed it was 
an original bill. He would, however, submit that 
it was not in order, upon another ground. He sub- 
mitted it to the Chair whether the subject of the 
amendment was sufficiently analogous to that of 
the bill now before the committee. 

The CHAIR said that the bill was a proposition 
to re-issue treasury notes. The amendment of the 
gentieman (Mr. Barnarp] purported to be a propo- 
sition to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
borrow $15,000,000 fromthe State banks. It was, 
in fact, only another form of borrowing money, and 
therefore in order. 

Mr. FILLMORE then rose and appealed to his 
colleague [Mr. Baanwanp] to withdraw his amend- 
ment, and allow the bill to pass without delay, as 
it was indispensable to the wants of the treasury. 
Let the appropriation bills be passed, and then it 
would be time enough to offer the amendment. 

Mr. BARNARD said there was only one condi- 
tion on which he could consent to withdraw his 
amendment—and that was, an assurance from the 
commitiee and the House that he should have an 
opportunity to submit and discuss his proposition 
one day this week. Unless he pressed it now, he 
would have no opportunity of doing so at all prior 
to the adjournment. 

Mr. B. called for the reading of his amendment; 
and it was read through. 

Mr. CUSHING expressed a desire that the gen- 
tleman from New York (Mr. Barnarp] would per- 
mit him to put in an amendment to his amendment, 
so that the commitiee might bave the whole sub- 
ject before them. 

Mr. BARNARD declined yielding to the request, 
and observed that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts had better offer his proposition after he (Mr. 
B.) had concluded bis remarks. 

Mr. Barnara then went on to say that upon 
reflection, he did not think there could be a 
more fitting opportunity for him to discharge 
what he conceived to be a great duty to the coun- 
try, by presenting hie proposition to the House; 
nor did he think that there could be a more fitting 
occasion than'the present for the House to con- 
sider the subject. Here was a proposition, brought 
in by the Committee of Ways and Means, for the 
relief of the treasury by the mode to which this Gov- 
ernment had been in the habit of resorting, for six 
years past, year after year, and session after session. 
It was a mere temporary expedient to enable the 
Government to get along from day to day, and to 
maintain its credit without repudiation. He held 
the treasury-noie policy and system to be no 
financial system whatever. It was an expedient, 
and not a system; it was a mere temporary resort, 
and not the adoption of a great financia! measure, 
such as oughtto be adopied for the relief of the 
treasury. Under present circumstances, however, 
he made no opposition to the treasury-note bill. 
The object of that bill, as he understood it, as in- 
troduced by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
was merely to postpone the day of payment upon 
treasury notes already issued and now in the hands 
of bona-fide holders, beyond the period of time 
when the Government promised to pay them. That 
was one object of the bill. Another object was to 
induce the holders of these notes to keep them in 
their pockets as investments, by the promise to 
pay interest on them. 

The Government issued its promissory notes for 
the payment of its current expenses, just as an indi- 
vidul might do under similar circumstances, for the 
sake of getting alongin a Jeremy Diddler sort of way 
from day to day; and after the notes had become 
due, proposed to raise the wind by asking the pub- 
lic creditors to forbear to press their claims for 
payment. This was the financial policy of the 
treasury-note bill before the House; and he repeat- 
ed, thathe would not oppose it, but he must say 
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that it was a most wretched and ill-judged system. 
He had never voted for a treasury-note bill, either 
under the last administration or the present; and 
he should not vote for one until he was better sat- 
isfied than he now was that it was a proper mode 
of raising money, and better satisfied than he ever 
had been of the immediate pressing necessity of the 
measure. His doctrine was, that, in a time of pro- 
found peace, with a plenty of money in the money 
market, whenever it was necessary for this 
Government to borrow money, it was better to bor- 
row it by way of a loan, than by the issue of treas- 
ury notes, But still he was willing, in deference to 
the opinions of his friends, that, as this policy had 
been pursued for six years, it should be pursued a 
little longer. At the same time, however, he would 
propose, as an amendment to it, a measure which, 
if adopted by the House, would supersede all ne- 
cessily for carrying on the operations of the treas- 
ury by the means of treasury notes. The Gov- 
ernment would then have no need to apply to the 
holders of these notes to postpone their demands 
for payment, and would have no need to offer them 
interest to induce them to keep them in their pock- 
ets. He would have preferred that his proposi- 
lion should have come in, as he originally contem- 
plated, in the form of a substitute to the exchequer 
bill reported by the select committee of that House; 
for, afier all, the great object he had in view was the 
adoption, not the creation (for that they ad knew 
to be out of the question) and nationalizing of a 
currency. After the great political revolution 
which took place in 1840, there was no one subject 
to which the people looked with so much solicitude 
as that of the currency, and which they so anx- 
iously expected from the party they bad placed in 
power. The majority in Congress promptly an- 
swered this universal demand, and a'tempted to 
give to the country a sound, safe, stable, and uni- 
form national currency, in the form of a good old- 
fashioned bank of the United States. They failed; 
and failed without any fault of their own. They 
failed in consequence of the ‘fixed constitutional 
fact” at the other end of the avenue, of which 
they had heard so much. The plan that the ma- 
jority then proposed, and which failed in the man- 
ner stated, was the one which he should always 
consider the best that could be adopted for the 
country. They all knew, however, that that plan 
could not be adopted under present circumstances. 
Another plan had been proposed—that of the ex- 
chequer; and the House had considered it at this 
session, and decided against it by almost a unani- 
mous vote; and he might be allowed to say that 
that was a vote pronouncing condemnation as well 
against the plan of the select committee, as that of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. The exchequer 
scheme of the gentleman from Massachusetts dif- 
fered, in some unimportant particulars, from the 
one of the Secretary of the Treasury; but, in his 
opinion, the former was not relieved from the ob- 
jections which weighed so heavily against the lat- 
ter. Mr. B. then went on to compare the two pro- 
jects, stating his objections te both. 

We have had (said Mr. B.) the exchequer pre- 
sented to us, and have discarded it by an almost 
unanimous vote; and the condemnation of the plan 
of the Executive was equivalent to a condem- 
nation of the plan of the select committee; and he 
believed that, at the present moment, it would find 
no greater favor in the House. A bank of the 
United States could not be had; and, in the mean 
time, what were they to do? Were they to sit still 
and fold their arms, and do nothing? Was there 
nothing else to be done? Was there no plan which 
could be devised, after rejecting both the bank of 
the United States and the exchequer, of supplying 
the country with a safe, sound, and stable circu- 
lating medium, through the operatiens of the Gov- 
ernment? He contended that there was; and the 
plan was one to which no Whig of the country, 
consistently with his principles, could object. 

The State banks had hitherto been resorted to, 
under General Jackson’s administration, with a 
promise on his part, and on the part of those who 
stood around him, that a national currency of uni- 
form value should be supplied. That plan failed, 
as everybody foresaw it must fail. In the form in 


which it was proposed that the State banks should 






supply a national currency, the pn failed, becans 
there was no attempt to nationalize such a curren, 
cy. It was all a currency of local banks, and could 
not circulate beyond their immediate nej 
hoods; and, for that reason, the plan failed, 

he contended that, through the agency of this Goy, 
ernment, the currency of the State banks might be 
nationalized, and made a safe, sound, uniform cur. 
rency—and that, too, without a particle of risk ig 
the Government or to the people. If this, ¢ 
could be done, was it not their duty to do i? The 
effect to be produced in the present condition of 
the treasury was an important element in the Plan 
he proposed to adopt. The Government muy 
borrow money; it was already in debt, and hadinoy 
an amount of treasury notes outstanding, of from 
eleven and a half to twelve millions of do} 
which were already due, or soon to become due. 
If they did not mean to borrow more money for 
the current service of the Government, it was jp. 
dispensable that these treasury notes should be 
kept out. The estimates and plans of the Secre. 
tary of the Treasury, and of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, all went on the ground that the 
outstanding treasury notes were not to be paidat 
the treasury when due. If they were to be paid 
when due, then it was necessary that they should 
borrow money to pay them. With the aid of five 
and abalf millions, (or about the sum borrowed 
upon loan at the last session of Congress,) and by 
keeping back the treasury notes now outstanding, 
thetreasury would be able to get on during the year, 
But so sure as these notes came in for redemption, 
unless authority to re-issue them be given by this 
bill, there must be a great deficit. Atall events, 
there stood the fact, that they had eleven and a half 
to twelve millions of these notes outstanding; which 
was discreditable to the nation, and he desired to 
remedy it. 


He deemed ita measure of high import, as it 
furnished a currency for the country. He was of 
opinion that, even if this treasury note bill should 
be passed, it was quite possible that the treasury 
might find itself in difficulties before the end of the 
year; and he would take away from this Adminis. 
tration the very possibility of an excuse for an ex- 
ira session of Congress; and he believed his amend- 
ment would accomplish that purpose. 


He then detalied the plan which he proposed. 
It was simple, he said, and could be comprehended 
at a glance: there was no mystery about it. It was 
intended to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to borrow from the State banks a sum of money 
not exceeding $15,000,000—eleven and a half 
millions of which would be required for the redemp- 
tion of treasury notes; a large portion of which, he 
observed in passing, was now in the hands of those 
very State banks. So far, then, it was a mere change 
of the form of indebtedness, and a substitution of 
one form of credit for another. The sum so bor- 
rowed, however, was not to exceed the wants and 
exigencies of the Government, and to be borrowed 
from specie-paying banks; but in no instance more 
than one-fourth of their capital; and in this way the 
banks of every part of the United States would be 
brought into use in furnishing the loan. For the 
amount so borrowed, this Government would thea 
stamp the notes of the lending banks to the amount 
borrowed from them and such notes should be 
received in payment of public dues; and in case such 
banks should suspend specie payments, either for 
these notes, or their notes generally, the Govert- 
ment should be absolved frcm all ebligation to pay 
to such banks the interest on their loans, which in 10 
case was to exceed 6 per cent. though he thought 
it might be obtained at 5 per cent. 


He dwelt on the security which this bill would 


.provide, on the aid which it would furnish to the 


treasury, and on the facilities it would extend t 
commerce, by this provision of a concurrent circo- 
lating medium; and enforced it on the attention of 
the House in some general remarks. 


.Mr. CUSHING moved, as an amendment to the 
amendment, the bill reported some time since 

the select committee appointed on that subject, eD- 
titled “A bill amendatory of the several acts e* 
tablishing the Treasury Department,” in which he 
had made several changes, striking out one entire 
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jon, and materially aliering others; and thus 
ing it, in fact, a different bill. 

Some conversation ensued on a point of or- 
jer, in which Messrs. CUSHING, FILLMORE, 
wisE, and others, took part. 

CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
in order, and that the gentleman from Massachu- 
Mr. Cusine] was entitled to the floor. 


Mr. CUSHING observed that there were then 
two propositions before the committee, presented 
girly for their consideration: the one on the plan 
of currency and deposites, proposed by the select 
commiitee of the House; and the other, the antago- 
pst plan, coming from the other side of the House, 

posed by the gentlemar from New York, [Mr. 
Sani) and he was, therefore, thankful that 
the gentleman had obtained the floor before him, 
god, by this means, made his plan the first question 
ip order. He was also gratified that the gentle- 
man from New York had discussed the question 
as between these two plans, and, by his admis- 
sions, placed his (Mr. C.’s) bill in a tetally differ- 
ent attitude from that in which it stood when it 
was last before the House; for the gentleman em- 
phatically assumed that it wasthe duty of the ma- 
jority to legislate on the subject of the ‘currency, 
which was the very reverse of what was assumed by 
ihe Committee of Ways and Means when they made 
ibeir report on the exchequer bill. The gentleman 
commenced by an emphatic declaration that it was 
the duty of the Whig party, in accordance with 
their avowed principles, and with their professions 
before the people, to pass some act for the estab- 
lishment of a uniform and national currency. The 
gentleman also admitted that a bank of the United 
Sia'les was oul Of the question; and he thanked the 
gentleman for that admission. He agreed with the 
gentieman that there were alternatives for a United 
Sates bank; and that it would be wrong for the 
House to neglect their duty in adopting one of 
these allernatives, because they could not, by their 
own fiat, make a bank. They entered, then, into 
this discussion under new auspices; and it was not 
the question whether the House should remain neg- 
ative and derelict to its duty, but it was the ques- 
tion which of the two plans before it was the best? 

He was happy to join issue with the gentleman 
from New York on this question. In the first 
place, what was the gentleman’s plan? Had the 
committee examined i? The gentleman assumed 
that it was the duty of Congress to provide a na- 
tional currency; and he proposed—what? He pro- 
posed that the United States—not having, it would 
seem, any credit of its own to issue paper money— 
should borrow fifteen millions of the paper of the 
State banks, and endorse it, to make it a national 
currency. [Here Mr. Barnard explained} 
He had stated it briefly as the borrowing of bank pa- 
pet, and it was so in effect. What did the second 
section propose? It was true, the first section said 
that the Government should borrow fifteen mil- 
lions of specie-paying banks; but what was the 
thing to be borrowed? Was it gold and silver? 
Certainly not; for the banks could not make the 
loan, unless the Government took their paper 
tomises, But what did the second section say? 

y, that the Secretary of the Treasury was to 
cause the notes of these banks, to an amount 
equal to that borrowed, to be stamped with 
be guaranty thatthey should be taken in payment 
of all the dues of the Government, so that the 
practical effect would be, that the United States 
Will have received in its coffers fifteen millions of 
paper of the State banks, which it stamps with its 
ignet, to give it currency in the United States. 
Now he objected to this, in principle. The United 
wlales could make a better currency of its own; and, 
a the second place, there would be saddled on the 
vovernment fifteen millions of bank paper, which 
Would be put in its custom-houses in payment of 
Public dues; and if the banks stopped payment, 
what would be the remedy? It would be the same 
‘it was in a previous instance. The Govern- 
ment might sue the banks, if it pleased; but it 
Would have fifteen millions of broken bank paper 
on hand, which nobody would take. But, again. 
Way take this bank paper atall? If he considered 
14s. @ matter of personal interest to bis constituents 
lone, he would go for it, inasmuch as, under this 




















































plan, the paper of the banks of Boston and New 
York would constitute the principal currency of 
the country. 


But who wasto select the banks? who was to 
decide which of the banks should be taken to make 
a currency for the country?’ The Secretary was to 
take good bank paper; but how was he to tell what 
paper was good? But why do this thing? What 
would be gained by it? It would add nothing to 
the sum total of the currency of the country; and 
it would only give a currency in certain portions 
of the United States to the paper ef certain banks. 
(Mr. Barwarp here explained.} Mr. C. contin: 
ued: that the plan proposed that the officers of the 
Government should pick among the banks, and se- 
lectsuch as they thought proper. The gentleman 
from New York assumed that, by the cabaiistic 
eperation of stamping the paper of these banks, the 


prosperity of the country would be restored, and | 


relief would be given to the treasury. He should 
have been glad if the gentleman bad gone into 
some arguments to show how this could be brought 
about. For his part, he could see no necessary 
connexion between the prosperity of the country 
and the giving currency to the paper of certain fa- 
vored banks. He could readily see that the banks 
themselves might be benefited by the operation; 
and, indeed, he could only see in it a device by 
which fifteen millions of bad bank paper might be 
put into circulation. The gentleman argued, in 
favor of his plan, that it might be set aside, and 
another plan substituted for it, by whichever of the 
two parties came into power;—that if the Whigs 
came into power, they might substitute for ita 
national bank; and if the Democrats came into 
power, they might substitute for it the sub-treas- 
ury. This was the oily advantage he saw in the 
plan at ail; but would not the same argument ap- 
ply in favor of the exchequer plan? It would be 
equally easy for any party that might get into 
power to substitute for the exchequer their favorite 
plan, and then they would not have fifteen mil- 
lions of bad paper on hand. Again: there were 
other means by which the United States might 
supply their necessities. If they did not choose 
to borrow money in the form of a loan—if 
they must have paper money, he preferred that 
they should borrow it on their own treas- 
ury notes, rather than borrow the epromises to 
pay of banks. He desired to see an end of the 
fallacious idea that the Government could not get 
along without being propped up under each shoul- 
der by the State banks. Heretofore, it had been 
supposed that the United States, which collected 
fifteen millions or more, annually, from the people, 
could not proceed on through the instrumentality 
of that much of real capital, without availing it- 
self of the credit of the banks. Now, he desired 
to see that state of things reversed; and that the 
specie should be in the hands of the Government, 
while the banks should be left to subsist on credit. 
If there was to bea dead capital on which there 
was to be a currency, he desired to see that in the 
hands of the people, through their Representatives. 
It was for these reasons that he had advocated the 
exchequer bill. He denied that the decision of the 
House against the exchequer plan of the Secretary 
of the Treasury was a decision aga‘nst the ex- 
chequer plan of the select committee, as contended 
by the gentleman from New York. It was impos- 
sible for him to say upon what principles and what 
conclusions the House voted; but he must say that, 
upon a careful analysis of that vote, it would be 
found that the objections which applied to the plan 
of the Secretary of the Treasury did not apply to 
the one of the select commitiee. Mr. C. here went 
into a comparison of the two plans, explaining the 
difference between them. 

He objected to the form of currency which the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Barnarp) would 
thus provide, and for reasons (he said) which he 
gave in a speech four years ago, which bad been 
quoted by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to prove his inconsistency. He next 
noticed the bill affirmatively. The first objection 
raised was one of power. [t was alleged that it 
placed power in the bands of the Executive; and 
he proceeded to notice it in relation to Government 
patronage, and administrative power. He said 
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this was a question affecting the Government. 
The Administration would remain, though the 
Government might be unable to go on; and it 
was the duty of Congress to provide for the sup- 
port of the Government; and he affirmed that this 
bill would give no more administrative power tban 
the sub-treasury, and much less than a United 
States bank. There remained, then, nothing but 
the details of the measure. There must be some- 
wheie a depository for the public money; there 
must be some legislation on this subject; and this 
scheme presented the least objectionable mode. 
The committee were not, however, wedded to it in 
its precise phraseology; and if amendment could 
be suggested, they would not object to its adop- 
tion. 


He then alluded to the prospect of the separate 
parties in the next presidential election, on the sev- 
eral measures of a United States bank, a sub-treas- 
ury, and an exchequer. He said the gentleman to 
whom one party looked [he was understood to al- 
laude to Mr. Clay} as the great advocate and rep- 
resentative of their principles, did not speak of a 
United States bank, bat only of a national currency 
under the regalation of the nation. Well, the ex- 
chequer would give them a national currency un- 
der the control of the nation; and no electoral col- 
lege of any State of this Union would find its in- 
terest in going into the contest on a United States 
bank measure as a sine qua non. 


Mr. BOTTS moved that the committee rise, 
with a view to the adoption of a resolution to stop 
the debate, and take the bill out of the power of the 
committee. He said it must be evident that the 
committee were discussing a proposition whichcould 
not be carried, and which was wholly different 
from the bill to which it was proposed to be at- 
tached. 


The CHAIR suggested to the gentlemen to in- 
clude in his motion a motion to report the bill laid 
aside this morning; to which the gentleman [Mr. 
Borts] assented. > 

Tellers (Messrs. Mepitt and J. Cooper) were 
appointed to take the vote on the motion to rise, 
who reported ayes 75, noes 50. 

The committee rose, and reported the first bill 
(770,) and also their progress on the second (that 
for the re-issue of treasury notes.) 


TERMINATION OF THE DEBATE. 


Mr. FILLMORE then obtained the floor, and 
offered a resulution, to the effect that all debate on 
the bill for the re-issue of treasury notes shall ter- 
minate at 3 o’clock this day, when the committee 
shall vote on all amendments pending, and that 
may be offered. He also moved the previous 
question on his resolution. 

[it was now half-past 2 o’clock.] 

Mr. S. MASON expressed a strong desire to 
speak, as he had not made a speech this session. 

Mr. FILLMORE declined to modify or with- 
draw his resolution. 

Mr. WISE made an inquiry on a point of order, 
which was answered by the Speaker. 

Mr. GILMER rose to ask the gentleman from 
New York to modify his resolution, and make the 
daily hour of meeting 10 o’clock. 

Mr. FILLMORE could not accept of the modi- 
fication. He thought it would be impracticable for 
the House to meet at such an early hour. 

Mr. GILMER gave notice that he should take 
the first opportunity of offering the resolution (for 
meeting at 10 o’clock) which he had intimated, 

The previous question was sustained, and the 
main question ordered to be now pul. 

Mr. ATHERTON asked for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution; and they were 
ordered. 

It was now twenty minutes to 3 o’clock,and Mr. 
FILLMORE rose and asked leave to modify his 
resolution, so as to fix the time for taking the bill 
out of committee at half-past 3, instead of 3 o’clock. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution could not be 
modified, as the previous question was ordered. 

The roll was called, and resulted—yeas 83, nays 
80. 

So the Honse adopted the resolution. 

Mr. WISE then moved an amendment: rejected 


| —ayes 29, noes not counted. 
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On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House | 


again went into committee, (Mr. Pickens in the 
chair,) and took up the bill for the re-issue of treas- 
ury notes, which was under discussion when the 
committee last rose. 

Mr. WISE obtained the floor, and said he be- 
lieved he had three minutes left. [A voice—One 
and a half.”} 


Mr. T. F. FOSTER appealed to the gentleman 
to leave bim half a minute. [Laughter } 

Mr. WISE said he should, in the few minutes 
left him, discuss the exchequer, as far as he could. 
[A member: “Only a quarter of ao inch.”] In 
reply to the remarks of those gentlemen who had 
expressed a wish to have the Government sepa- 
raied, in its fiscal operations, from jocal banks, be 
would observe, that, so far from the exchequer 
having @ tendency to encourage the Siate banks in 
their over-issues, it would be a regulator and (some 
might call it) a scourge of the local banks. It al- 
lowed the notes of the local banks to be received 
where they were payable, in specie, on demand; but 
it did not permit a dollar to be paid out in notes. 
A settlement was to be held weekly, if not ofiener, 
with the banks, which were to be called upon to 
pay their notes, dollar for dollar, in specie. It was 
well known what a scourge the United States Bank 
was to the local banks. Yet that bank paid out 
their notes, although it enforced constant settle- 
ment. 

He would conclade the last word he was allowed 
to say by protesting that, after all the promises 
made by the head of the dominant party in that 
hall that an opportunity should be afforded to 
discuss the exchequer, he had been deprived of it 
{here the Chairman’s bammer {ell three times] by 
that hammer. ([Lavghter.] 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cusmina’s 
amendment, resultivg in—ayes 98, noes 89. 

No quorum voting, another count was then taken, 
which resulied ia ayes 37, noes 98. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Barnarp’s 
amendment, and it was also decided in the nega- 
tive—ayes 34, noes 105. 

Oa motion by Mr, FILLMORE, the committee 
rose and reported the bill to the House without 
amendment; and 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky having moved 
the previous question on the engrossment of the 
bill, it was seconded, and the main question ordered; 
and then the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill having been read the third time, 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called for the pre- 
vious question on its passage. 


Mr, C. J. INGERSOLL called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and the bill, under the 
operation of the previous question, was passed— 
yeas 111, nays 51, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adains, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Baker, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jer- 
emiah Brown, John Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Coles, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cross, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doiz, 
John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. 
Fioyd, Charlies A. Floyd, Gamble, Gentry, Gilmer, Gordon, 
Granger, Hiali, Halsted, Hastings, Hays, Houck, Howard, 
Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, J. R. Ingersoll, James Ir- 
vin, Jack, Isaac BD. Jones, Johan P. Kennedy, Linn, Robert 
McClelian, McKennan, Mallory, Marchand, Samson Mason, 
Maticcks, Maxwell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, 
Partridge, Pearce, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, William Russell, James 

. Russell, Saltonstall, Saunders, Shepperd, Slade, Steenrod, 
Stokely, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Washington, Watterson, 
Weller, Westhrook, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wise,j,Wood, Yorke, 
Augusius Young, and John Young—111. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Babcock, Botte, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Patrick ©, Caldwell, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Clifford, James Cooper, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, Egtert, Thoinas. F, Foster, Goggin, Graham, Green, 
Hopkins, Houston, Charles J. Ingersoll, Keim, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Liulefield, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Matshall, Mathiot, 
Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Payne, Pickens, Ram- 
sey, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Rogers, Snyders, Sprigg, 
John T. Stuart, John B. Thompson, Tomlinson, Van Rensse- 
laer, Joseph L, White, and Christopher H. Williams--51. 


So the bill was passed. 

Mr. YORKE moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill was passed. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to lay that motion on the 
table, which was rejected; and the motion of the 
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gentleman from New Jersey went over until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. FILLMORE then asked the House to take 
up the bill to bring into the treasury the moneys 
received by public officers before it should be dis- 
bursed, and for other purposes. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, ordered to 
be engrossed, and read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. ADAMS again rose for the purpose of ob- 
taining permission to present the petitions which 
had been intrusted to him for that purpose. He 
moved a suspension of the rules to enable him to 
do so, 

Mr. HOLMES said he really hoped the request 
would be granted, (cries of “No, no,”) for it was 

“time they should know what it was. [Great con- 
fusion 

Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. SLADE called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered, amidst cries of ‘What will you 
gain by that?” 

The yeas and nays having been taken, they re- 
sulted as foliows—yeas 88, nays 75. 

The House then adjourned, at 4 o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Teerspay, February 21, 1843. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the President of the 
United States, transmitting a report from the State 
Department, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 14th instant, requesting the Presi- 
dent of the United States to communicate to the 
Senate a copy of any commission or letter of in- 
struction to Daniel Webster, esq., Secretary of 
State, to treat with Lord Ashburton, &c.; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GRAHAM presented to the Senate resolu- 
tions of the Legislative Council of Florida, relating 
to the claim of Judge Duval on the Government 
of the United S.ate:; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The PRESIDENT pre tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the State Department, 
iransmitting, in compliance witha resolution of the 
Senate, additional information of the operations of 
the bankrupt law; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Millitary Affairs, reported back, without amend- 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do pass, 
the bill from the House providing for the setile- 
ment of the claims for supplies furnished the Filor- 
ida militia. 

Mr. WHITE presented joint resolutions adopt- 
ed by the Legislature of Indiana, in favor of the 
passage of a law, by Congress, allowing the rights 
of pre-emption to those settlers on the Jand grant- 
ed to the State of Indiana to complete the Wabash 
and Erie canal, to other lands, in lieu of those of 
which they have been deprived by such grant; also, 
joint resolutiens in favor of permanent arrangements 
with railroad companies for transporting the mail, 
in favor of restricting the franking privilege, and 
in favor of reducing the rates of letier postage to 
the federal coin. Also, a resolution in relation to 
the establishment oi marine hospitals on the Missis- 
sippiand its tributaries, and the great Northern lakes, 
for the benefit of sick and disabled seamen. These 
resolutions were referred to appropriate committees; 
the latter one to the Committee on Commerce. 


Also, presented joint resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Indiana, in reference to the 
burdens placed on commerce by the towns on the 
Western rivers, by wharfage, rates, &c., and par- 
ti¢ularly by the municipal authorities of the city of 
New Orleans, by their regulations imposing duties 
on produce landed there, and asking Congress to 
assert iis power to regulate commerce by removing 
these obstructions, Read, ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. STURGEON, the memorial 
which he presented a few days ago, asking an ap- 
propriation for establishing a marine hospijal at or 
near the city of Pittsburg, was taken from the table, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Commitiee on Finance, 
to which was referred the memorial of Phineas 
Bennett and Nabum Andrews, praying the passage 


of a law to permit them to bring in 

goods which may be saved by on frees ou 
reported a bill to permit the entry of mer, 
dise received from shipwrecks, in certain 

of daty; which was read, and ordered to a se, 
reading. ss 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, on the recom 
ation of the Committee on Indian Affairs, the » 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury, showing «, 
manner of the disbursement of funds for the 
efit of the Indians, was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the p 
Otfice and Post Roads, made an adverse report o 
the petition of Markham Tristoe, late postmaster 
Warsaw, Missouri, praying the refunding te 
amount of a certain judgment obtained aoa: 
him by the United States; which was ordered io by 
printed. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee oy 
Public Lands, reported back, with sundry . 
ments, the bill from the House entitled “An act loan. 
thorize the investigation of alleged frauds unde 
the pre-emption laws, and for other purposes:” ilp 
amendments were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. S., from the same committee, reported 
without amendment, Senate bill entitled “A pil ¢y. 
planatory of the act supplemental to the act gran 
ing pre-emption rights to settlers on the public 
lands,” approved June 22, 1838, 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on Nay 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, ani 
with fa recommendation that it do pass, the bill fer 
the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on India, 
Affairs, to which had been referred the petition of 
Campbell Scott, praying for pay under a certain 
treaty; and the petiiion of the administrator of Wij. 
liam H. Hunter, praying for the allowance of ce. 
tain charges in the adjustment of his account, 
maade adverse reports to the prayers of the petitions, 
which were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pension, 
to which had been referred House bill for the relief 
of Maria Fowler, reported the same back withou 
amendment, and with a recommendation that it 
indefinitely postponed; its passage being unnecesy- 
ry, because power existed in the department 
grant the relief prayed for. The bill was then 
ken up as in committee of the whole, and indet- 
nitely postponed. 


Mr. P., from the same committee, made an ai- 
verse report on the petition of Aaron Payne fu 
arrears of pension; which was ordered to b 
printed. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revole 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the pe 
tition of Benjamin Harrison; which was ordered 
be printed. 


Also, from the same committee, reported back, 
without amendment, House bill for the relief of 
Henry Hoffman, with an adverse report; which 


‘ was ordered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the Committee 
Revolutionary. Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the claim of Isaac Hop 
kins, (there being no evidence to sustain theclaim,) 
for property pressed into the public service las 
war. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Ne 
val Affairs, reported back, with an amendmen|, 
the Senate bill for the relief of Charles E. Sher 
man. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolutions; 
which were read and adopted, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to com 
municate to the Senate, the copy of any contract or contract 
entered into by Robert Fulton with the Government of de 
United States, in the year 1814 or 1815, for the f or fi 
ting out of one or more steamboats for the use of the 
ment; the amount of money advanced to him in virtue of te 
said contract or contracts, and how far the same have bees 
filled o: complied with on the said Fulton; als, 
statement of the acounts of the said Fulton, as the same appel! 
on the books of the department. 


Co 
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